ECONOMY

US and Japan Conduct Rare Joint
Foreign Exchange Intervention

The US—Japan foreign exchange
intervention stabilized the Yen,
highlighting the importance of currency
risk management. Indian startups should
adopt hedging, diversify payment
strategies, and prepare for evolving
global trade and investiment conditions.

TECHNOLOGY

Nvidia Commits $250
Billion Infrastructure
Push with OpenAl

Nvidia's $250 billion AI
investment boosts global
compute capacity,
strengthens Al startup
opportunities, and
highlights GPU supply and
energy infrastructure
challenges.

ECONOMICS

NEET PG 2026
Reforms Rolled Out
to Expand Test
Center Accessibility

NEET PG 2026 reforms
improve exam accessibility,
creating opportunities for
edtech, Al learning, student
logistics, and digital support
startups.
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IndiaAl Mission Partnering with Ministry of
AYUSH to Share Research & Compute Resources

The Ministry of AYUSH and the Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology (MeitY)'s IndiaAl Mission have signed a
strategic Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to accelerate
artificial intelligence research in India's traditional healthcare
ecosystem. Under this collaboration, the Ministry of AYUSH will
onboard high-quality, anonymized research datasets onto AIKosh,
the IndiaAl Mission's secure national Al data platform, making them
accessible for responsible Al development and innovation.

The partnership also enables researchers, startups, academic
institutions, and innovators to leverage IndiaAl's advanced compute
infrastructure for training, testing, and deploying AI models. By
combining trusted AYUSH research data with high-performance
computing resources, the initiative aims to foster Al-powered
preventive  healthcare, wellness, diagnostics,
personalized medicine, and clinical research while ensuring privacy
and ethical data usage.

For startups, this collaboration presents a significant opportunity to
build scalable health-tech and deep-tech products without the burder
of creating large proprietary datasets or investing heavily in
computing infrastructure. Entrepreneurs working in digital health,
medical Al, predictive analytics, and wellness technologies can
accelerate product development, validate solutions using credible
datasets, and reduce research costs.

solutions in
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Cabinet Extends PM-
KISAN Scheme with
%3.15 Lakh Crore Outlay

The Union Cabinet has approved
the continuation of the PM-
KISAN scheme until FY31 with
a total outlay of ¥3.15 lakh crore,
reinforcing long-term income
support for farmers. The scheme
has already disbursed over I4.47
lakh crore to more than 9.4 crore
farmers across India. For
agritech startups, the sustained
rural cash flow creates stronger
demand for digital farming
solutions,  agri-inputs, D2C
platforms, farm financing, crop
advisory services, and Al-driven
credit assessment tools, boosting
innovation in the agricultural
ecosystem.

M-KISAN
SCHEME

Neeraj Chopra and PT Usha Recéive Commonwealth Games
Flag _ '
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US and Japan Conduct Rare Joint Foreign Exchange
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The US—Japan foreign exchange intervention stabilized the Yen, highlighting the importance of currency risk management. Indian
startups should adopt hedging, diversify payment strategies, and prepare for evolving global trade and investment conditions.

In a significant move to calm global
financial markets, the United States
and Japan jointly intervened in the
foreign exchange market to stabilize
the Japanese Yen after sharp
fluctuations  triggered  concerns
among investors and businesses.
Coordinated currency interventions
between the two nations are
uncommon and generally occur only
during periods of exceptional market
volatility, highlighting the
seriousness of recent exchange rate
movements.

The intervention involved
coordinated actions by the central
banks and monetary authorities to
reduce excessive speculation and
restore confidence in the Yen. A
weaker Yen can increase import
costs for Japan while creating
uncertainty for global trade, supply
chains, and investment flows. By
acting together, the two countries
aim to prevent disorderly currency
movements that could negatively
impact  international financial
stability.

For Indian startups, particularly
those operating internationally, the
development  carries  important
implications. Export-oriented SaaS
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companies, IT service providers,
manufacturing startups, and firms
with clients in Japan or the
United States closely monitor
exchange rate fluctuations
because currency movements
directly  influence  revenue,
profitability, and pricing
strategies. A stronger or more
stable Yen can affect contract
values, subscription revenues,
and payment settlements
denominated foreign
currencies.

Startups importing technology,
electronic components, industrial
machinery, or specialized
equipment from Japan may also
experience changes in
procurement costs depending on
how the Yen performs against the
Indian Rupee. Likewise, venture-
backed startups raising funds
from overseas investors must
account for foreign exchange
risks when planning capital
deployment and financial
reporting.

The intervention also underscores
the growing importance of
foreign exchange risk
management for startups

in

expanding into global markets.

Businesses can benefit from
adopting hedging strategies,
multi-currency payment

systems, forward contracts, and
Al-powered treasury
management tools to reduce
exposure to sudden currency
swings.

As Indian startups continue to
expand internationally, stable
currency markets provide

greater predictability for cross-
border trade, international
partnerships, and long-term
business planning. The
coordinated action by the US
and Japan serves as a reminder
that macroeconomic
developments and central bank
policies can have a direct impact
on startup operations,

investment decisions, and global
growth strategies.
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US Federal Reserve Holds

Interest

Rates Steady Amid Elevated Inflation

The US Federal Reserve has decided to
keep its benchmark interest rates
unchanged, maintaining a cautious
monetary policy stance as inflation
continues to remain above its long-term
target. While inflation has moderated
compared to previous peaks,
policymakers noted that elevated
energy prices, persistent supply-side
cost pressures, and sticky core inflation
continue to pose risks to price stability.
The decision reflects the Federal Open
Market Committee's (FOMCOC)
commitment to balancing inflation
control with sustainable economic
growth  while closely monitoring
incoming economic data  before
considering any future rate adjustments.
Core inflation, which excludes volatile
food and energy prices, has remained
resilient due to strong consumer
spending, higher service-sector costs,
and a tight labor market. Meanwhile,
geopolitical tensions and fluctuations in
global energy markets have kept oil and
transportation costs elevated, creating
additional inflationary pressures across
multiple industries. As a result, the
Federal = Reserve  believes  that
maintaining current interest rates is
necessary until there is stronger
evidence that inflation is moving
consistently toward its 2% target.

For the global startup ecosystem, the
decision signals that capital markets are
likely to remain cautious in the near
term. Higher interest rates increase the
cost of borrowing for businesses and
investors while reducing liquidity
available for high-risk assets such as
venture capital investments. Investors
often shift allocations toward safer
fixed-income instruments when interest
rates remain  elevated,  making
fundraising more competitive for
growth-stage and late-stage startups.
Indian startups seeking funding from
US-based venture capital firms, private
equity investors, or institutional funds
could continue to experience longer
fundraising  cycles, stricter  due
diligence, and greater emphasis on
profitability, sustainable  revenue
growth, and operational efficiency.
Investors are increasingly prioritizing
businesses with strong unit economics,
predictable cash flows, and clear paths
to profitability over startups pursuing
aggressive expansion without financial
discipline.

The decision is also significant for
cross-border mergers and acquisitions
(M&A). Elevated borrowing costs make
debt-financed acquisitions more
expensive, potentially slowing global
deal activity. Companies planning
international acquisitions or strategic
partnerships may adopt a more selective
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approach, focusing on transactions that offer clear
synergies, technology advantages, or immediate revenue
opportunities rather than speculative growth.
Sectors such as artificial intelligence, cybersecurity,
enterprise SaaS, climate technology, healthcare innovation,
and defense technology continue to attract investor interest
despite tighter financial conditions. However, investors are
expected to conduct deeper commercial and financial
evaluations before committing capital, resulting in more
disciplined  valuations across startup ecosystems
worldwide.
Currency markets could also remain volatile as higher US
interest rates generally support the US Dollar against
emerging market currencies. Indian startups generating
revenue in US Dollars may benefit from favorable
exchange rates, while businesses importing technology,
software licenses, cloud infrastructure, or equipment priced
in Dollars could face increased operational costs if the
Rupee weakens.
Overall, the Federal Reserve's decision reinforces a global
investment environment where efficiency, profitability, and
capital discipline are becoming increasingly important. For
Indian startups aiming to scale internationally or raise
overseas capital, building resilient business models,
maintaining healthy cash reserves, diversifying funding
sources, and demonstrating sustainable growth metrics will
remain essential for attracting investors in a prolonged
high-interest-rate environment.

Global Shipping

and Energy Costs
Spike on Strait of
Hormuz Tension

Escalating geopolitical tensions
around the Strait of Hormuz
have triggered renewed
volatility in global shipping and
energy markets, pushing freight
charges and crude oil prices
higher. As one of the world's
most  strategically important
maritime routes, the Strait
handles nearly one-fifth of
global oil trade, making any
disruption a significant concern
for international supply chains.
Increased security risks, higher
insurance premiums for vessels,
and shipping delays have
contributed to rising
transportation Costs and
uncertainty  for  businesses
worldwide.

The impact extends beyond the
energy sector, affecting
manufacturers, exporters, and
importers that depend on stable
shipping  routes for raw
materials and finished goods.
Fluctuating fuel prices have
also increased logistics
expenses across global trade
networks, potentially leading to
higher costs for consumers and
businesses alike.

For Indian startups, particularly
those in hardware, electronics,
manufacturing, automotive
components, and e-commerce,
the developments could result
in higher import costs, longer
delivery timelines, and pressure

on operating margins.
Businesses reliant on imported
components or overseas

suppliers may face increased
procurement  expenses  and
inventory planning challenges.
To reduce exposure, startups

should  diversify supplier
networks, negotiate long-term
logistics ~ contracts,  explore
alternative  shipping routes

where feasible, and implement
inventory planning strategies.
Companies engaged in
international trade can also
benefit from hedging fuel and
freight costs, improving supply
chain visibility, and adopting
technology-driven logistics
management solutions. These
measures can help maintain
business continuity and
strengthen resilience against
future geopolitical disruptions
and volatile global trade
conditions.
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Nvidia Commits $250 Billion Infrastructure
Push with OpenAl

Nvidia's $250 billion Al infrastructure investment with OpenAl reinforces long-term confidence in artificial intelligence, expanding global
compute capacity. The initiative creates growth opportunities for Al startups while highlighting ongoing challenges around GPU supply,
energy demand, and sustainable infrastructure.

Nvidia has announced a landmark $250 billion global infrastructure
commitment in collaboration with OpenAl to accelerate the
development of next-generation artificial intelligence (Al) data
centers. The initiative reflects the rapidly growing demand for high-
performance computing infrastructure needed to train, deploy, and
scale increasingly sophisticated Al models. As enterprises,
governments, research institutions, and startups continue integrating
Al into their operations, the investment is expected to significantly
expand global computing capacity and strengthen the Al ecosystem.
The planned infrastructure expansion will focus on advanced GPU-
powered data centers, high-speed networking technologies, Al
supercomputing clusters, and energy-efficient computing systems.
These facilities will support the growing computational requirements
of large language models, multimodal AI, generative Al
applications, autonomous systems, robotics, scientific research, and
enterprise Al workloads. By investing heavily in foundational AI
infrastructure, Nvidia aims to address the increasing demand for
compute resources while enabling faster innovation across industries.
The collaboration with OpenAl also underscores the industry's long-
term confidence in artificial intelligence as a transformative
technology. Rather than slowing investments amid economic
uncertainty, major technology companies are continuing to commit
substantial capital toward Al infrastructure, signaling that demand
for advanced computing is expected to grow for years to come. This
trend reinforces Al's role as a foundational technology comparable to
the rise of cloud computing over the past decade.

For startups, the announcement carries important implications. Al
startups building large language models, intelligent automation
platforms, computer vision solutions, healthcare Al, fintech
applications, cybersecurity tools, and enterprise software are likely to
benefit from expanding compute availability over time. Greater
infrastructure capacity could reduce resource constraints, improve
model training efficiency, and enable startups to experiment with
larger and more capable Al systems.
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The investment also sends a strong positive signal to venture
capital firms and enterprise customers. Large-scale infrastructure
spending by industry leaders often encourages investors to
continue backing Al-focused startups, particularly those
developing foundational technologies, developer tools, Al agents,
data platforms, and vertical AI applications. Enterprises are
similarly expected to accelerate Al adoption, creating new
commercial opportunities for startups delivering practical, scalable
Al solutions.

However, the rapid expansion of Al infrastructure also highlights
significant challenges. Global demand for advanced AI chips
continues to exceed supply, creating bottlenecks for startups
seeking access to high-performance GPUs. Energy consumption
has emerged as another critical concern, as Al data centers require
enormous amounts of electricity, efficient cooling systems, and
sustainable power sources. Expanding renewable energy
generation, modernizing power grids, and improving
semiconductor manufacturing capacity will be essential to
supporting long-term Al growth.

For Indian startups, the development presents both opportunities
and responsibilities. Companies building Al-native products can
capitalize on increased enterprise adoption, expanding cloud
infrastructure, and stronger investor confidence. At the same time,
founders should focus on developing efficient AI models,
optimizing compute utilization, and designing cost-effective
architectures that reduce dependence on scarce hardware
resources.

Overall, Nvidia's $250 billion infrastructure commitment with
OpenAl represents one of the most significant investments in the
Al era. It demonstrates that foundational Al infrastructure remains
a strategic global priority and reinforces confidence in the long-
term growth of artificial intelligence.
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Expanded Khelo India Scheme Sanctioned
with ¥36,441 Crore Budget

T ——

KHELO
INDIA

The expanded ¥36,441 crore Khelo India Scheme strengthens grassroots sports through Feeder Schools and Centres of
Excellence, creating major opportunities for sports-tech startups, Al-driven talent analytics, smart wearables, athlete
management platforms, and performance-focused digital solutions.

The expanded The Union Government has approved collaborate with educational The initiative also supports India's
Khelo India the expansion of the Khelo India institutions, sports academies, and broader ambition of becoming a

Scheme for the FY27-FY31 period government agencies to develop global sporting nation by creating a
Scheme creates with a substantial budget allocation of digital athlete management systems, sustainable pipeline of talent while
significant 336,441  crore, reaffirming its Al-powered talent identification encouraging private-sector

opportunities for
sports-tech

commitment to building a robust
sports ecosystem across the country.
The enhanced scheme introduces new

platforms, performance analytics
solutions, coaching applications,
and sports education technologies.

participation and innovation. As
investment in sports infrastructure
and athlete development continues to

startups, Al- initiatives, including Khelo India Manufacturers of smart wearables, increase, startups that combine
driven talent Feeder Schools and additional Centres fitness trackers, biometric technology, data analytics, and
of Excellence, aimed at identifying monitoring devices, and sports accessible training solutions will be

analytics, smart

young sporting talent early, providing

equipment can also benefit from

well-positioned to contribute to the

wearables, structured coaching pathways, and increased investment in athlete modernization of India's sports
athlete improving access to world-class development and training ecosystem while building scalable
performance training infrastructure. infrastructure. Demand is expected businesses in an expanding market.
solutions, and The expansion seeks to strengthen to grow for .technologles that

grassroots  sports by integrating monitor  physical  performance,
grassroots Sports  gchools, academies, coaches, and injury prevention, recovery, and

platforms, while

accelerating a unified talent development network. Startups specializing in grassroots
. . Feeder Schools will serve as the sports management, tournament
Innovation, foundation for identifying promising organization, digital registration
infrastructure athletes from an early age, while the platforms, sports facility booking
development, Centres of Excellence will offer systems, and community
and private- advanced coaching, sports science, engagement solutions are also
nutrition, physiotherapy, and likely to find new growth
sector performance analytics to help athletes opportunities as participation in
participation in ~ compete at national and international organized sports expands
India's growing levels. nationw.ide. . Ac.lditionally,
Sports For startups, the expanded Khelo companies working in sports -~
India initiative presents significant nutrition, rehabilitation technology,
ecosystem. business opportunities across the and mental wellness solutions may |

high-performance training centers into

rapidly growing sports technology
sector. Sports-tech startups can

overall athlete wellness.

benefit from greater emphasis on |

holistic athlete development.

Startup Times
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ECONOMICS

NEET PG 2026 Reforms Rolled Out to Expand Test Center
Accessibility

The Ministry of Health has announced a series of reforms for NEET
PG 2026, aimed at making the postgraduate medical entrance
examination more accessible, efficient, and candidate-friendly. The
updated framework focuses on expanding the number of examination
centres across the country, improving candidate allocation processes,
and streamlining logistical arrangements to reduce travel-related
challenges for aspiring medical professionals.

Under the revised approach, more cities and examination centres will
be included to ensure that candidates can appear for the exam closer to
their place of residence. The reforms are expected to reduce
overcrowding at popular centres, minimize long-distance travel, lower
accommodation expenses, and improve overall convenience for lakhs
of medical graduates appearing for the highly competitive
examination. Authorities have also indicated that technology-driven
allocation systems and enhanced coordination between examination
agencies will help ensure smoother scheduling and better operational
efficiency.

The move reflects the government's broader effort to improve the
quality and accessibility of national-level entrance examinations
through better infrastructure, digital processes, and candidate-centric
policies. By reducing logistical hurdles, the reforms aim to allow
students to focus more on exam preparation rather than travel planning
and administrative concerns.

For India's edtech ecosystem, the reforms create several opportunities
to develop more localized and personalized learning solutions.
Medical test preparation platforms can redesign mock-test strategies
based on regional examination centres, enabling students to practice
under conditions that closely resemble their actual exam environment.
Startups  offering adaptive learning platforms, Al-powered
performance analytics, and personalized study plans can further tailor
their products to meet the evolving needs of NEET PG aspirants.
Companies providing online coaching, doubt-solving platforms,
digital assessment tools, and revision resources are also expected to
benefit as improved accessibility encourages greater participation in
postgraduate medical education. Localized student engagement
programs, city-specific mentorship initiatives, and hybrid coaching
models combining online learning with offline support may gain
increased traction.

Beyond education, startups offering student logistics services can also
explore new opportunities. Travel assistance, accommodation booking
platforms, last-mile transportation services, and exam-day support
solutions can collaborate with educational institutions and coaching
centres to provide seamless experiences for candidates. Digital
platforms that integrate exam scheduling, travel planning,
accommodation, and essential notifications into a single interface may
become increasingly valuable.

The reforms also reinforce the growing role of technology in
modernizing India's education ecosystem. As competitive
examinations continue evolving through digital infrastructure and
improved operational planning, startups that combine education
technology, artificial intelligence, logistics, and student support
services will be well-positioned to serve a larger audience.

Overall, the NEET PG 2026 reforms are expected to enhance
accessibility, improve examination efficiency, and create a more
equitable testing environment. For startups operating in medical
education, edtech, and student services, the changes present fresh
opportunities to innovate, expand regional reach, and deliver value-
added solutions that improve the overall experience of India's future
healthcare professionals.

Startup Times
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The Kids Are Not Alright. They're Running
Billion-Dollar Companies.

The Kids
Are Not

Alright.

They’re Running

From ldeas
to Industries

Young Mindset,
Big Impact

The Future
Is Theirs.

Built Different.
Built to Scale.

Aadit Palicha and Kaivalya Vohra transformed an early startup failure into Zepto, India's leading quick-commerce platform. By
reimagining grocery delivery through hyperlocal dark stores and rapid logistics, the Stanford dropouts built a multi-billion-dollar
company, proving resilience, execution, and innovation matter more than age or credentials.

Zepto's origin
story isn't
really about
being young.
It's about being
willing to
publicly fail
(KiranaKart),
diagnose
exactly why,
and rebuild the
thesis without
ego. The age
just made it a
better headline.
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India's newest generation of founders isn't asking
for permission to lead. They're building billion-
dollar companies while most people are still
questioning whether they're old enough.

There's a particular kind of silence that falls over a
room when someone realizes the person they've
been arguing business strategy with for twenty
minutes was born after the iPhone.

It happened to venture capitalists in 2021. It
happened to enterprise clients meeting a "senior
consultant" over Zoom in 2018. And if the current
crop of Indian founders is anything to go by, it's
going to keep happening.

This isn't a listicle. It's the story of three young
men who decided that "wait until you're older"
was optional advice — and who are now proof
that conviction, timing, and an unreasonable work
ethic can outrun a resume every single time.

Aadit Palicha and Kaivalya Vohra didn't meet at a
startup incubator or a hackathon. They met as
schoolkids in Dubai, at GEMS Modern Academy,
doing the kind of things bored, sharp teenagers do
— except their version of boredom was building
software. At 17, Palicha launched GoPool, a
carpooling app meant to ease school-run traffic
for parents in Dubai. It got a grant from Emirates
NBD. It also, by most accounts, flopped.

Most people would call that a closed chapter.
Palicha and Vohra called it a warm-up.

Both went on to enroll at Stanford to study
computer science — the kind of credential most
families spend a lifetime chasing. Then March
2020 happened. Campuses shut. The two friends,
back home and stuck indoors, ran into a problem

that suddenly felt universal: getting groceries was
a nightmare. Delivery slots were booked out for
days. Supermarkets had queues stretching around
the block. As two twenty-somethings living alone,
this wasn't an abstract inconvenience — it was
dinner.

So they built KiranaKart, a grocery delivery app
that partnered with local kirana stores to deliver in
45 minutes. It raised over $700,000 in pre-seed
funding from names like Global Founders Capital.
And then — it didn't work. The unit economics
were brutal, the model didn't scale, and by their
own admission, product-market fit never quite
clicked.

Here's the part that actually matters for anyone
paying attention: they didn't quit. They rebuilt.

In 2021, Zepto launched, backed by Y
Combinator, promising to deliver groceries in ten
minutes instead of forty-five. It sounds like a
small tweak. It wasn't. It meant rethinking the
entire supply chain — dense networks of
hyperlocal "dark stores" instead of a handful of
large warehouses, route optimization down to the
minute, inventory stocked block by block instead
of city by city. The pivot took the company from a
nineteen-year-old's second attempt at a startup to a
five-billion-dollar business in under three years.
By late 2022, Zepto — founded by two Stanford
dropouts still in their early twenties — had raised
$200 million at a $1.4 billion valuation, making it
one of the fastest Indian companies to reach
unicorn status.
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European Central Bank Warns Climate
Crisis Threatens Core Financial Stability

The European Central Bank (ECB) has
warned that climate change is becoming a
systemic financial risk, with extreme weather
events increasingly threatening banking
balance sheets, insurance providers, and
overall financial stability. Rising climate-
related losses from floods, droughts, wildfires,
and storms are expected to impact lending,
asset valuations, and risk management across
financial institutions. For startups, the
development creates significant opportunities
in insurtech, climate-risk analytics, ESG data
platforms, and predictive modeling solutions.
Institutional lenders and insurers are expected
to increase demand for Al-driven climate
adaptation metrics, catastrophe forecasting,
and sustainability assessment tools. Indian
startups  developing climate intelligence
platforms, geospatial analytics, and risk
management technologies are well-positioned
to serve the growing global demand for
climate-resilient financial solutions.

Global Corporate Tax Reform Talks
Target $500 Billion Profit Base

The G20 and the Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development (OECD) have
made further progress on implementing a
global corporate tax framework designed to
establish a harmonized minimum tax rate for
multinational enterprises. The initiative targets
a profit base of nearly $500 billion, aiming to
reduce profit shifting, curb tax avoidance, and
ensure that large corporations pay a fair share
of taxes in the countries where they generate
economic value. The reforms represent one of
the most significant changes to international
taxation in decades and are expected to
reshape global corporate structures.

The evolving framework seeks to create
greater consistency across jurisdictions while
limiting the advantages of routing profits
through low-tax countries. Governments
participating in the agreement are working
toward standardized implementation rules that
promote transparency, reduce tax competition,
and strengthen international cooperation.

For Indian startups with global ambitions, the
reforms carry important implications. Many
venture-backed companies establish holding
entities in jurisdictions such as Singapore, the
UAE, or the United States to facilitate
fundraising, intellectual property management,
and international expansion. As the new tax
rules are implemented, founders and investors
may need to reassess existing corporate
structures, cross-border financing
arrangements, and tax optimization strategies
to ensure continued compliance.

The changes are also expected to influence
merger and acquisition planning, international
investment decisions, and corporate
governance practices. Startups planning
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overseas expansion should work closely with
tax advisors to evaluate the long-term impact
of the evolving global tax landscape while
balancing operational efficiency = with
regulatory compliance.

Overall, the advancing global corporate tax
reforms signal a shift toward greater
transparency and standardized international
taxation, encouraging startups to build
sustainable global business structures that
are aligned with evolving regulatory
expectations.

New York State
Sues Prediction
Market Platform

New York State has initiated legal
action against prediction market
platform Kalshi, alleging that its
event-based contracts operate as
unauthorized gambling and violate
state regulations governing sports
betting and financial —markets.
Regulators argue that allowing users
to trade on the outcomes of real-
world events may blur the line
between regulated financial
instruments and gambling activities,
raising concerns over consumer
protection and market oversight.
The case is being closely watched
because its outcome could influence
how governments worldwide
regulate prediction markets, event
contracts, and similar financial
products. A stricter regulatory
approach may lead to enhanced
licensing requirements, compliance
obligations, and operational
restrictions for platforms offering
event-based trading.

For startups, the lawsuit serves as an
important regulatory signal. Fintech,
Web3, and decentralized finance
(DeFi)  companies  developing
prediction markets, tokenized event
contracts, gamified investment
platforms, or blockchain-based
trading applications should closely
monitor evolving legal frameworks.
Startups expanding globally may
need to strengthen compliance
strategies, conduct jurisdiction-
specific legal reviews, and ensure
their products align with local
financial and gaming regulations
before entering new markets.
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SPORTS

Neeraj Chopra and PT Usha Receive
Commonwealth Games Flag

The Commonwealth Games flag handover to Neeraj Chopra and PT Usha highlights India's intensified sports
preparations, creating opportunities for sports-tech startups, corporate sponsorships, athlete performance
solutions, infrastructure development, and digital innovation across the country's expanding sports

ecosystem.

India's sporting community marked an important milestone as
Olympic champion Neeraj Chopra and Indian Olympic Association
(IOA) President PT Usha officially received the Commonwealth
Games flag, symbolizing the country's transition toward
preparations for the upcoming edition of the Commonwealth
Games. The ceremonial handover reflects India's growing
prominence in international sports and underscores the nation's
commitment to strengthening athlete development, sports
infrastructure, and competitive excellence on the global stage.

The event is more than a symbolic gesture—it marks the beginning
of a new cycle of training, talent identification, and strategic
planning for athletes across multiple disciplines. National sports
federations, coaching staff, and sports authorities are expected to
intensify preparation programs, invest in high-performance training
facilities, and expand access to sports science, nutrition,
physiotherapy, and performance analytics. These efforts aim to
improve India's medal prospects while nurturing the next generation
of elite athletes.

For the startup ecosystem, the renewed focus on international
sporting events creates a wide range of commercial opportunities.
Sports-tech startups developing athlete performance analytics,
wearable fitness devices, Al-powered coaching platforms, injury
prevention technologies, and sports data solutions are likely to
witness growing demand from training academies, sports
federations, and professional athletes. Increased emphasis on
scientific training methods is expected to accelerate the adoption of
digital technologies in sports management and athlete development.
The momentum surrounding the Commonwealth Games is also
expected to encourage greater corporate sponsorship and private
investment in India's sports ecosystem. Brands often increase
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marketing partnerships, endorsement deals, grassroots sports
initiatives, and athlete sponsorships ahead of major international
competitions. This creates opportunities for startups specializing
in sports marketing, fan engagement platforms, ticketing
technologies, digital broadcasting, sports content creation, and
sponsorship management solutions.

Infrastructure development is another area expected to benefit.
Investments in stadium modernization, training centres, sports
medicine facilities, and community sports infrastructure could
generate demand for startups offering facility management
software, smart venue technologies, security systems, event
logistics, and digital operations platforms.

The preparations also align with India's long-term ambition of
becoming a global sporting powerhouse by fostering collaboration
between government agencies, private enterprises, educational
institutions, and technology companies. As participation in
competitive sports continues to expand, innovation will play a
critical role in improving athlete performance, fan experiences,
and operational efficiency across the sports industry.

Overall, the Commonwealth Games flag handover to Neeraj
Chopra and PT Usha symbolizes more than the start of another
international competition. It represents India's growing confidence
in sports as a driver of national pride, economic opportunity, and
technological innovation. For startups, the development signals
expanding opportunities across sports technology, infrastructure,
sponsorship, analytics, and digital engagement as India's sporting
ecosystem continues to evolve.
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Centre Pushes States to Establish Dedicated NDPS Courts

The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA)

has wurged state governments to
establish dedicated courts under the
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act to accelerate
the disposal of nearly 3.9 lakh pending
drug-related cases across the country.
The initiative is aimed at reducing
judicial backlogs, improving the
efficiency  of  criminal  justice
administration, and ensuring the timely
prosecution of offences involving
narcotics and psychotropic substances.
Dedicated NDPS courts are expected
to streamline the handling of drug-
related cases by enabling faster
hearings, better case management, and
improved coordination among
investigating agencies, prosecutors,
and the judiciary. The move also seeks
to strengthen India's efforts to combat
drug trafficking, organized crime, and
illegal narcotics networks through a
more responsive and efficient legal

system.

The government's emphasis on
specialized  judicial infrastructure
reflects a broader push toward

modernizing court operations through
technology and digital governance. As
case volumes continue to rise, digital
tools  that  improve  workflow
management, document handling, and
evidence tracking are becoming
increasingly important for ensuring
timely justice delivery.

For startups, the development opens
significant opportunities in the legal
technology (LegalTech) sector.
Companies developing Al-powered

case management platforms, digital
court workflow solutions, electronic

filing  systems, and judicial
analytics tools can support state
governments in improving

operational efficiency. Automated
scheduling, document digitization,
case prioritization, and intelligent
search capabilities can help courts
process cases more effectively
while  reducing  administrative
burdens.

Startups specializing in digital
evidence management, blockchain-
based chain-of-custody systems,
secure document storage, and
forensic data management may also
find growing demand as law
enforcement agencies and courts
seek reliable methods to handle
sensitive evidence. Technologies
that enhance transparency, data
integrity, and inter-agency
coordination can play a critical role
in strengthening judicial processes.
Additionally, companies offering
legal research platforms, Al-
assisted document review,
multilingual legal translation tools,
and secure communication systems
can contribute to improving access
to justice and supporting judicial
officers in handling complex cases.
Overall, the Centre's push for
dedicated NDPS courts highlights
the increasing role of technology in
India's justice system.

Key Highlights

Centre urged states to
establish dedicated
NDPS Courts to

expedite nearly 3.9 lakh

pending drug-related
cases.
Initiative aims to

reduce judicial backlog

and strengthen
narcotics law
enforcement.

Focus on improving
case management,

evidence handling, and

inter-agency
coordination.
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for LegalTech startups

offering AI-powered

case automation, digital

court workflows, e-
filing, and judicial
analytics.

Demand is expected to
grow for secure digital
evidence management,
blockchain-based
tracking, forensic data
solutions, and legal
research technologies
supporting judicial
modernization.
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	IndiaAI Mission Partnering with Ministry of AYUSH to Share Research & Compute Resources
	The Ministry of AYUSH and the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY)'s IndiaAI Mission have signed a strategic Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to accelerate artificial intelligence research in India's traditional healthcare ecosystem. Under this collaboration, the Ministry of AYUSH will onboard high-quality, anonymized research datasets onto AIKosh, the IndiaAI Mission's secure national AI data platform, making them accessible for responsible AI development and innovation. The partnership also enables researchers, startups, academic institutions, and innovators to leverage IndiaAI's advanced compute infrastructure for training, testing, and deploying AI models. By combining trusted AYUSH research data with high-performance computing resources, the initiative aims to foster AI-powered solutions in preventive healthcare, wellness, diagnostics, personalized medicine, and clinical research while ensuring privacy and ethical data usage. For startups, this collaboration presents a significant opportunity to build scalable health-tech and deep-tech products without the burden of creating large proprietary datasets or investing heavily in computing infrastructure. Entrepreneurs working in digital health, medical AI, predictive analytics, and wellness technologies can accelerate product development, validate solutions using credible datasets, and reduce research costs.

	Cabinet Extends PM-KISAN Scheme with ₹3.15 Lakh Crore Outlay
	The Union Cabinet has approved the continuation of the PM-KISAN scheme until FY31 with a total outlay of ₹3.15 lakh crore, reinforcing long-term income support for farmers. The scheme has already disbursed over ₹4.47 lakh crore to more than 9.4 crore farmers across India. For agritech startups, the sustained rural cash flow creates stronger demand for digital farming solutions, agri-inputs, D2C platforms, farm financing, crop advisory services, and AI-driven credit assessment tools, boosting innovation in the agricultural ecosystem.
	Page

	Neeraj Chopra and PT Usha Receive Commonwealth Games Flag
	Startup Times

	Sunday, August 4, 2026 NEW DELHI

	US and Japan Conduct Rare Joint Foreign Exchange Intervention
	The US–Japan foreign exchange intervention stabilized the Yen, highlighting the importance of currency risk management. Indian startups should adopt hedging, diversify payment strategies, and prepare for evolving global trade and investment conditions.
	In a significant move to calm global financial markets, the United States and Japan jointly intervened in the foreign exchange market to stabilize the Japanese Yen after sharp fluctuations triggered concerns among investors and businesses. Coordinated currency interventions between the two nations are uncommon and generally occur only during periods of exceptional market volatility, highlighting the seriousness of recent exchange rate movements. The intervention involved coordinated actions by the central banks and monetary authorities to reduce excessive speculation and restore confidence in the Yen. A weaker Yen can increase import costs for Japan while creating uncertainty for global trade, supply chains, and investment flows. By acting together, the two countries aim to prevent disorderly currency movements that could negatively impact international financial stability. For Indian startups, particularly those operating internationally, the development carries important implications. Export-oriented SaaS
	companies, IT service providers, manufacturing startups, and firms with clients in Japan or the United States closely monitor exchange rate fluctuations because currency movements directly influence revenue, profitability, and pricing strategies. A stronger or more stable Yen can affect contract values, subscription revenues, and payment settlements denominated in foreign currencies. Startups importing technology, electronic components, industrial machinery, or specialized equipment from Japan may also experience changes in procurement costs depending on how the Yen performs against the Indian Rupee. Likewise, venture-backed startups raising funds from overseas investors must account for foreign exchange risks when planning capital deployment and financial reporting. The intervention also underscores the growing importance of foreign exchange risk management for startups
	expanding into global markets. Businesses can benefit from adopting hedging strategies, multi-currency payment systems, forward contracts, and AI-powered treasury management tools to reduce exposure to sudden currency swings. As Indian startups continue to expand internationally, stable currency markets provide
	greater predictability for cross-border trade, international partnerships, and long-term business planning. The coordinated action by the US and Japan serves as a reminder that macroeconomic developments and central bank policies can have a direct impact on startup operations, investment decisions, and global growth strategies.
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	US Federal Reserve Holds Interest Rates Steady Amid Elevated Inflation
	The US Federal Reserve has decided to keep its benchmark interest rates unchanged, maintaining a cautious monetary policy stance as inflation continues to remain above its long-term target. While inflation has moderated compared to previous peaks, policymakers noted that elevated energy prices, persistent supply-side cost pressures, and sticky core inflation continue to pose risks to price stability. The decision reflects the Federal Open Market Committee's (FOMC) commitment to balancing inflation control with sustainable economic growth while closely monitoring incoming economic data before considering any future rate adjustments. Core inflation, which excludes volatile food and energy prices, has remained resilient due to strong consumer spending, higher service-sector costs, and a tight labor market. Meanwhile, geopolitical tensions and fluctuations in global energy markets have kept oil and transportation costs elevated, creating additional inflationary pressures across multiple industries. As a result, the Federal Reserve believes that maintaining current interest rates is necessary until there is stronger evidence that inflation is moving consistently toward its 2% target. For the global startup ecosystem, the decision signals that capital markets are likely to remain cautious in the near term. Higher interest rates increase the cost of borrowing for businesses and investors while reducing liquidity available for high-risk assets such as venture capital investments. Investors often shift allocations toward safer fixed-income instruments when interest rates remain elevated, making fundraising more competitive for growth-stage and late-stage startups. Indian startups seeking funding from US-based venture capital firms, private equity investors, or institutional funds could continue to experience longer fundraising cycles, stricter due diligence, and greater emphasis on profitability, sustainable revenue growth, and operational efficiency. Investors are increasingly prioritizing businesses with strong unit economics, predictable cash flows, and clear paths to profitability over startups pursuing aggressive expansion without financial discipline. The decision is also significant for cross-border mergers and acquisitions (M&A). Elevated borrowing costs make debt-financed acquisitions more expensive, potentially slowing global deal activity. Companies planning international acquisitions or strategic partnerships may adopt a more selective
	approach, focusing on transactions that offer clear synergies, technology advantages, or immediate revenue opportunities rather than speculative growth. Sectors such as artificial intelligence, cybersecurity, enterprise SaaS, climate technology, healthcare innovation, and defense technology continue to attract investor interest despite tighter financial conditions. However, investors are expected to conduct deeper commercial and financial evaluations before committing capital, resulting in more disciplined valuations across startup ecosystems worldwide. Currency markets could also remain volatile as higher US interest rates generally support the US Dollar against emerging market currencies. Indian startups generating revenue in US Dollars may benefit from favorable exchange rates, while businesses importing technology, software licenses, cloud infrastructure, or equipment priced in Dollars could face increased operational costs if the Rupee weakens. Overall, the Federal Reserve's decision reinforces a global investment environment where efficiency, profitability, and capital discipline are becoming increasingly important. For Indian startups aiming to scale internationally or raise overseas capital, building resilient business models, maintaining healthy cash reserves, diversifying funding sources, and demonstrating sustainable growth metrics will remain essential for attracting investors in a prolonged high-interest-rate environment.
	Global Shipping and Energy Costs Spike on Strait of Hormuz Tension
	Escalating geopolitical tensions around the Strait of Hormuz have triggered renewed volatility in global shipping and energy markets, pushing freight charges and crude oil prices higher. As one of the world's most strategically important maritime routes, the Strait handles nearly one-fifth of global oil trade, making any disruption a significant concern for international supply chains. Increased security risks, higher insurance premiums for vessels, and shipping delays have contributed to rising transportation costs and uncertainty for businesses worldwide. The impact extends beyond the energy sector, affecting manufacturers, exporters, and importers that depend on stable shipping routes for raw materials and finished goods. Fluctuating fuel prices have also increased logistics expenses across global trade networks, potentially leading to higher costs for consumers and businesses alike. For Indian startups, particularly those in hardware, electronics, manufacturing, automotive components, and e-commerce, the developments could result in higher import costs, longer delivery timelines, and pressure on operating margins. Businesses reliant on imported components or overseas suppliers may face increased procurement expenses and inventory planning challenges. To reduce exposure, startups should diversify supplier networks, negotiate long-term logistics contracts, explore alternative shipping routes where feasible, and implement inventory planning strategies. Companies engaged in international trade can also benefit from hedging fuel and freight costs, improving supply chain visibility, and adopting technology-driven logistics management solutions. These measures can help maintain business continuity and strengthen resilience against future geopolitical disruptions and volatile global trade conditions.
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	Nvidia Commits $250 Billion Infrastructure Push with OpenAI
	Nvidia's $250 billion AI infrastructure investment with OpenAI reinforces long-term confidence in artificial intelligence, expanding global compute capacity. The initiative creates growth opportunities for AI startups while highlighting ongoing challenges around GPU supply, energy demand, and sustainable infrastructure.
	Nvidia has announced a landmark $250 billion global infrastructure commitment in collaboration with OpenAI to accelerate the development of next-generation artificial intelligence (AI) data centers. The initiative reflects the rapidly growing demand for high-performance computing infrastructure needed to train, deploy, and scale increasingly sophisticated AI models. As enterprises, governments, research institutions, and startups continue integrating AI into their operations, the investment is expected to significantly expand global computing capacity and strengthen the AI ecosystem. The planned infrastructure expansion will focus on advanced GPU-powered data centers, high-speed networking technologies, AI supercomputing clusters, and energy-efficient computing systems. These facilities will support the growing computational requirements of large language models, multimodal AI, generative AI applications, autonomous systems, robotics, scientific research, and enterprise AI workloads. By investing heavily in foundational AI infrastructure, Nvidia aims to address the increasing demand for compute resources while enabling faster innovation across industries. The collaboration with OpenAI also underscores the industry's long-term confidence in artificial intelligence as a transformative technology. Rather than slowing investments amid economic uncertainty, major technology companies are continuing to commit substantial capital toward AI infrastructure, signaling that demand for advanced computing is expected to grow for years to come. This trend reinforces AI's role as a foundational technology comparable to the rise of cloud computing over the past decade. For startups, the announcement carries important implications. AI startups building large language models, intelligent automation platforms, computer vision solutions, healthcare AI, fintech applications, cybersecurity tools, and enterprise software are likely to benefit from expanding compute availability over time. Greater infrastructure capacity could reduce resource constraints, improve model training efficiency, and enable startups to experiment with larger and more capable AI systems.
	The investment also sends a strong positive signal to venture capital firms and enterprise customers. Large-scale infrastructure spending by industry leaders often encourages investors to continue backing AI-focused startups, particularly those developing foundational technologies, developer tools, AI agents, data platforms, and vertical AI applications. Enterprises are similarly expected to accelerate AI adoption, creating new commercial opportunities for startups delivering practical, scalable AI solutions. However, the rapid expansion of AI infrastructure also highlights significant challenges. Global demand for advanced AI chips continues to exceed supply, creating bottlenecks for startups seeking access to high-performance GPUs. Energy consumption has emerged as another critical concern, as AI data centers require enormous amounts of electricity, efficient cooling systems, and sustainable power sources. Expanding renewable energy generation, modernizing power grids, and improving semiconductor manufacturing capacity will be essential to supporting long-term AI growth. For Indian startups, the development presents both opportunities and responsibilities. Companies building AI-native products can capitalize on increased enterprise adoption, expanding cloud infrastructure, and stronger investor confidence. At the same time, founders should focus on developing efficient AI models, optimizing compute utilization, and designing cost-effective architectures that reduce dependence on scarce hardware resources. Overall, Nvidia's $250 billion infrastructure commitment with OpenAI represents one of the most significant investments in the AI era. It demonstrates that foundational AI infrastructure remains a strategic global priority and reinforces confidence in the long-term growth of artificial intelligence.
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	Expanded Khelo India Scheme Sanctioned with ₹36,441 Crore Budget
	The expanded ₹36,441 crore Khelo India Scheme strengthens grassroots sports through Feeder Schools and Centres of Excellence, creating major opportunities for sports-tech startups, AI-driven talent analytics, smart wearables, athlete management platforms, and performance-focused digital solutions.
	The expanded Khelo India Scheme creates significant opportunities for sports-tech startups, AI-driven talent analytics, smart wearables, athlete performance solutions, and grassroots sports platforms, while accelerating innovation, infrastructure development, and private-sector participation in India's growing sports ecosystem.
	The Union Government has approved the expansion of the Khelo India Scheme for the FY27–FY31 period with a substantial budget allocation of ₹36,441 crore, reaffirming its commitment to building a robust sports ecosystem across the country. The enhanced scheme introduces new initiatives, including Khelo India Feeder Schools and additional Centres of Excellence, aimed at identifying young sporting talent early, providing structured coaching pathways, and improving access to world-class training infrastructure. The expansion seeks to strengthen grassroots sports by integrating schools, academies, coaches, and high-performance training centers into a unified talent development network. Feeder Schools will serve as the foundation for identifying promising athletes from an early age, while the Centres of Excellence will offer advanced coaching, sports science, nutrition, physiotherapy, and performance analytics to help athletes compete at national and international levels. For startups, the expanded Khelo India initiative presents significant business opportunities across the rapidly growing sports technology sector. Sports-tech startups can
	collaborate with educational institutions, sports academies, and government agencies to develop digital athlete management systems, AI-powered talent identification platforms, performance analytics solutions, coaching applications, and sports education technologies. Manufacturers of smart wearables, fitness trackers, biometric monitoring devices, and sports equipment can also benefit from increased investment in athlete development and training infrastructure. Demand is expected to grow for technologies that monitor physical performance, injury prevention, recovery, and overall athlete wellness. Startups specializing in grassroots sports management, tournament organization, digital registration platforms, sports facility booking systems, and community engagement solutions are also likely to find new growth opportunities as participation in organized sports expands nationwide. Additionally, companies working in sports nutrition, rehabilitation technology, and mental wellness solutions may benefit from greater emphasis on holistic athlete development.
	The initiative also supports India's broader ambition of becoming a global sporting nation by creating a sustainable pipeline of talent while encouraging private-sector participation and innovation. As investment in sports infrastructure and athlete development continues to increase, startups that combine technology, data analytics, and accessible training solutions will be well-positioned to contribute to the modernization of India's sports ecosystem while building scalable businesses in an expanding market.
	Sunday, August 4, 2026 NEW DELHI


	ECONOMICS
	NEET PG 2026 Reforms Rolled Out to Expand Test Center Accessibility
	The Ministry of Health has announced a series of reforms for NEET PG 2026, aimed at making the postgraduate medical entrance examination more accessible, efficient, and candidate-friendly. The updated framework focuses on expanding the number of examination centres across the country, improving candidate allocation processes, and streamlining logistical arrangements to reduce travel-related challenges for aspiring medical professionals. Under the revised approach, more cities and examination centres will be included to ensure that candidates can appear for the exam closer to their place of residence. The reforms are expected to reduce overcrowding at popular centres, minimize long-distance travel, lower accommodation expenses, and improve overall convenience for lakhs of medical graduates appearing for the highly competitive examination. Authorities have also indicated that technology-driven allocation systems and enhanced coordination between examination agencies will help ensure smoother scheduling and better operational efficiency. The move reflects the government's broader effort to improve the quality and accessibility of national-level entrance examinations through better infrastructure, digital processes, and candidate-centric policies. By reducing logistical hurdles, the reforms aim to allow students to focus more on exam preparation rather than travel planning and administrative concerns. For India's edtech ecosystem, the reforms create several opportunities to develop more localized and personalized learning solutions. Medical test preparation platforms can redesign mock-test strategies based on regional examination centres, enabling students to practice under conditions that closely resemble their actual exam environment. Startups offering adaptive learning platforms, AI-powered performance analytics, and personalized study plans can further tailor their products to meet the evolving needs of NEET PG aspirants. Companies providing online coaching, doubt-solving platforms, digital assessment tools, and revision resources are also expected to benefit as improved accessibility encourages greater participation in postgraduate medical education. Localized student engagement programs, city-specific mentorship initiatives, and hybrid coaching models combining online learning with offline support may gain increased traction. Beyond education, startups offering student logistics services can also explore new opportunities. Travel assistance, accommodation booking platforms, last-mile transportation services, and exam-day support solutions can collaborate with educational institutions and coaching centres to provide seamless experiences for candidates. Digital platforms that integrate exam scheduling, travel planning, accommodation, and essential notifications into a single interface may become increasingly valuable. The reforms also reinforce the growing role of technology in modernizing India's education ecosystem. As competitive examinations continue evolving through digital infrastructure and improved operational planning, startups that combine education technology, artificial intelligence, logistics, and student support services will be well-positioned to serve a larger audience. Overall, the NEET PG 2026 reforms are expected to enhance accessibility, improve examination efficiency, and create a more equitable testing environment. For startups operating in medical education, edtech, and student services, the changes present fresh opportunities to innovate, expand regional reach, and deliver value-added solutions that improve the overall experience of India's future healthcare professionals.

	Zepto's origin story isn't really about being young. It's about being willing to publicly fail (KiranaKart), diagnose exactly why, and rebuild the thesis without ego. The age just made it a better headline.
	The lesson underneath the headline
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	European Central Bank Warns Climate Crisis Threatens Core Financial Stability
	The European Central Bank (ECB) has warned that climate change is becoming a systemic financial risk, with extreme weather events increasingly threatening banking balance sheets, insurance providers, and overall financial stability. Rising climate-related losses from floods, droughts, wildfires, and storms are expected to impact lending, asset valuations, and risk management across financial institutions. For startups, the development creates significant opportunities in insurtech, climate-risk analytics, ESG data platforms, and predictive modeling solutions. Institutional lenders and insurers are expected to increase demand for AI-driven climate adaptation metrics, catastrophe forecasting, and sustainability assessment tools. Indian startups developing climate intelligence platforms, geospatial analytics, and risk management technologies are well-positioned to serve the growing global demand for climate-resilient financial solutions.

	Global Corporate Tax Reform Talks Target $500 Billion Profit Base
	The G20 and the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) have made further progress on implementing a global corporate tax framework designed to establish a harmonized minimum tax rate for multinational enterprises. The initiative targets a profit base of nearly $500 billion, aiming to reduce profit shifting, curb tax avoidance, and ensure that large corporations pay a fair share of taxes in the countries where they generate economic value. The reforms represent one of the most significant changes to international taxation in decades and are expected to reshape global corporate structures. The evolving framework seeks to create greater consistency across jurisdictions while limiting the advantages of routing profits through low-tax countries. Governments participating in the agreement are working toward standardized implementation rules that promote transparency, reduce tax competition, and strengthen international cooperation. For Indian startups with global ambitions, the reforms carry important implications. Many venture-backed companies establish holding entities in jurisdictions such as Singapore, the UAE, or the United States to facilitate fundraising, intellectual property management, and international expansion. As the new tax rules are implemented, founders and investors may need to reassess existing corporate structures, cross-border financing arrangements, and tax optimization strategies to ensure continued compliance. The changes are also expected to influence merger and acquisition planning, international investment decisions, and corporate governance practices. Startups planning
	overseas expansion should work closely with tax advisors to evaluate the long-term impact of the evolving global tax landscape while balancing operational efficiency with regulatory compliance. Overall, the advancing global corporate tax reforms signal a shift toward greater transparency and standardized international taxation, encouraging startups to build sustainable global business structures that are aligned with evolving regulatory expectations.
	New York State Sues Prediction Market Platform Kalshi
	New York State has initiated legal action against prediction market platform Kalshi, alleging that its event-based contracts operate as unauthorized gambling and violate state regulations governing sports betting and financial markets. Regulators argue that allowing users to trade on the outcomes of real-world events may blur the line between regulated financial instruments and gambling activities, raising concerns over consumer protection and market oversight. The case is being closely watched because its outcome could influence how governments worldwide regulate prediction markets, event contracts, and similar financial products. A stricter regulatory approach may lead to enhanced licensing requirements, compliance obligations, and operational restrictions for platforms offering event-based trading. For startups, the lawsuit serves as an important regulatory signal. Fintech, Web3, and decentralized finance (DeFi) companies developing prediction markets, tokenized event contracts, gamified investment platforms, or blockchain-based trading applications should closely monitor evolving legal frameworks. Startups expanding globally may need to strengthen compliance strategies, conduct jurisdiction-specific legal reviews, and ensure their products align with local financial and gaming regulations before entering new markets.
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	SPORTS
	Neeraj Chopra and PT Usha Receive Commonwealth Games Flag
	The Commonwealth Games flag handover to Neeraj Chopra and PT Usha highlights India's intensified sports preparations, creating opportunities for sports-tech startups, corporate sponsorships, athlete performance solutions, infrastructure development, and digital innovation across the country's expanding sports ecosystem.
	India's sporting community marked an important milestone as Olympic champion Neeraj Chopra and Indian Olympic Association (IOA) President PT Usha officially received the Commonwealth Games flag, symbolizing the country's transition toward preparations for the upcoming edition of the Commonwealth Games. The ceremonial handover reflects India's growing prominence in international sports and underscores the nation's commitment to strengthening athlete development, sports infrastructure, and competitive excellence on the global stage. The event is more than a symbolic gesture—it marks the beginning of a new cycle of training, talent identification, and strategic planning for athletes across multiple disciplines. National sports federations, coaching staff, and sports authorities are expected to intensify preparation programs, invest in high-performance training facilities, and expand access to sports science, nutrition, physiotherapy, and performance analytics. These efforts aim to improve India's medal prospects while nurturing the next generation of elite athletes. For the startup ecosystem, the renewed focus on international sporting events creates a wide range of commercial opportunities. Sports-tech startups developing athlete performance analytics, wearable fitness devices, AI-powered coaching platforms, injury prevention technologies, and sports data solutions are likely to witness growing demand from training academies, sports federations, and professional athletes. Increased emphasis on scientific training methods is expected to accelerate the adoption of digital technologies in sports management and athlete development. The momentum surrounding the Commonwealth Games is also expected to encourage greater corporate sponsorship and private investment in India's sports ecosystem. Brands often increase
	marketing partnerships, endorsement deals, grassroots sports initiatives, and athlete sponsorships ahead of major international competitions. This creates opportunities for startups specializing in sports marketing, fan engagement platforms, ticketing technologies, digital broadcasting, sports content creation, and sponsorship management solutions. Infrastructure development is another area expected to benefit. Investments in stadium modernization, training centres, sports medicine facilities, and community sports infrastructure could generate demand for startups offering facility management software, smart venue technologies, security systems, event logistics, and digital operations platforms. The preparations also align with India's long-term ambition of becoming a global sporting powerhouse by fostering collaboration between government agencies, private enterprises, educational institutions, and technology companies. As participation in competitive sports continues to expand, innovation will play a critical role in improving athlete performance, fan experiences, and operational efficiency across the sports industry. Overall, the Commonwealth Games flag handover to Neeraj Chopra and PT Usha symbolizes more than the start of another international competition. It represents India's growing confidence in sports as a driver of national pride, economic opportunity, and technological innovation. For startups, the development signals expanding opportunities across sports technology, infrastructure, sponsorship, analytics, and digital engagement as India's sporting ecosystem continues to evolve.
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	Centre Pushes States to Establish Dedicated NDPS Courts
	The Centre's push for dedicated NDPS courts creates opportunities for LegalTech startups offering AI-powered case management, digital evidence tracking, court workflow automation, and judicial analytics, supporting faster case disposal and modernization of India's justice system.
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