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Semiconductor OSAT Expansion
Accelerates

India’s OSAT sector is attracting private
investment, strengthening domestic chip
packaging and testing capabilities. The
expansion supports startups, advanced
technologies, supply-chain resilience,
and growing semiconductor demand
across Al, EVs, electronics, and
telecommunications.

ECONOMY

: India’s Digital Public
Infrastructure (DPI)
Credit Lift

DPI-powered Account
Aggregator lending enables
faster MSME credit
assessment, reduces
paperwork, improves
financial inclusion, and
supports startup growth.
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CPI Inflation Stays
Within RBI Tolerance
Band

India’s CPI inflation remains
within the RBI’s tolerance
range, supporting economic
stability. Controlled core
inflation gives policymakers
flexibility to encourage
growth, credit, and
investment.
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Gujarat Govt Inks Deal for
Statewide AI Upskilling

In a significant step toward strengthening Gujarat’s digital economy,
the Gujarat government has signed a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) with Automation Anywhere to accelerate artificial
intelligence (AI) adoption and skill development across the state. The
partnership aims to build deep AI capabilities among startups,
educational institutions, government departments, and industry
professionals through specialized training programs focused on
Agentic Process Automation (APA).

Agentic Process Automation combines Al agents, automation
technologies, and enterprise workflows to enable systems that can
independently perform complex tasks, make decisions, and improve
operational efficiency. Through this collaboration, Gujarat seeks to
create a future-ready workforce equipped with advanced AI and
automation skills that are increasingly in demand across industries.
The initiative will support startups by providing access to cutting-
edge Al knowledge, practical learning opportunities, and exposure to
enterprise-grade automation solutions. Academic institutions wili
benefit from updated curricula and hands-on training programs
designed to prepare students for emerging technology careers.
Government departments are also expected to leverage Al-powered
automation to improve public service delivery, streamline
administrative processes, and enhance citizen experiences.

Startup Times

Cleantech VC
Momentum

India’s deeptech and cleantech
startup ecosystem continues to
attract strong investor interest,
with early-stage venture capital

funds reporting robust
deployment activity in Q3 2026.
Key sectors drawing significant
capital  include  grid-scale
energy storage, sodium-ion
battery technology, and
hydrogen-powered mobility
solutions.  Several  startups
operating in these segments

have successfully secured major
Series A funding rounds,
reflecting growing confidence
in next-generation clean energy
innovations.

momentum
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Semiconductor OSAT Expansion Accelerates

India’s semiconductor sector is attracting fresh private investments in OSAT (assembly, testing, and packaging) facilities, strengthening
domestic chip supply chains. The expansion supports advanced packaging technologies, boosts manufacturing resilience, reduces import
dependence, and positions India as a growing global semiconductor and electronics production hub.

India’s semiconductor ecosystem is
witnessing a significant boost as
Outsourced Semiconductor
Assembly and Test (OSAT)
ventures attract fresh private capital
expenditure (capex) commitments
aimed at strengthening domestic
chip manufacturing capabilities. The
latest wave of investments reflects
growing confidence in India’s
ambition to become a major player
in the global semiconductor value
chain and reduce dependence on
imported semiconductor
components.

OSAT facilities play a critical role
in the semiconductor industry by
handling chip assembly, packaging,
testing, and validation before chips
are integrated into electronic
products.  While semiconductor
fabrication plants often receive the
most attention, OSAT operations are

equally important because they
determine the reliability,
performance, and commercial

readiness of semiconductor devices.
As global supply chains continue to
evolve, countries are increasingly
investing in advanced packaging and
testing infrastructure to secure their
technology ecosystems.
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The new private-sector
commitments are expected to
accelerate the development of
modern OSAT facilities across
India, enabling companies to
process a larger volume of
semiconductor products locally.
Industry stakeholders believe that
expanding domestic assembly

and testing capabilities will help
reduce turnaround times, lower
logistics costs, and improve
supply chain resilience for
manufacturers operating  in
sectors such as  consumer
electronics, automotive
technology, telecommunications,
industrial automation, and
defense.

India’s semiconductor push has
gained momentum through a
combination of  government
incentives, production-linked
support schemes, infrastructure
development initiatives, and
growing collaboration between
domestic and  international
technology companies. These
efforts have encouraged investors
to explore opportunities not only
in chip fabrication but also in
supporting segments such as

packaging, testing,
semiconductor materials,
equipment manufacturing, and
design services.

A major driver behind the
increased investment activity is
the rapid growth of demand for
semiconductors across multiple
industries. The expansion of
electric vehicles, artificial
intelligence applications, data
centers, 5G networks, Internet of
Things (IoT) devices, and
advanced consumer electronics
is creating substantial demand
for  reliable = semiconductor
supply chains. Investors
recognize that a strong domestic
OSAT ecosystem can help
Indian manufacturers respond
more effectively to this demand
while reducing exposure to
global disruptions.

Advanced packaging
technologies are also becoming
increasingly important as
semiconductor companies seek

to improve chip performance,
power efficiency, and
scalability. New-generation

packaging solutions enable

multiple chips to be integrated
into compact modules,
supporting the development of
sophisticated computing systems
for AIl, cloud infrastructure,
automotive electronics, and
high-performance applications.
Private investments in OSAT
facilities are expected to
facilitate the adoption of these
advanced packaging capabilities
within India.

For startups operating in the
semiconductor sector, the
expansion of domestic OSAT
infrastructure presents
significant opportunities. Access
to local assembly and testing

services can shorten product
development cycles, lower
production costs, and help
emerging companies  bring
innovations to market more
quickly. It also strengthens the
broader semiconductor
ecosystem by fostering
collaboration = between  chip
designers, manufacturers,
research institutions, and

technology suppliers.
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SaaS Focus on Autonomous AI Workflows

ous Al agents. This strategic pivot
reflects the growing demand from
enterprises for solutions that not only
assist employees but also independently

execute complex workflows, make
decisions, and deliver measurable
business outcomes. As competition

intensifies in the global SaaS market,
Indian  startups  are  leveraging
autonomous Al  technologies to
strengthen customer retention, increase
product value, and unlock new revenue
opportunities.

Over the past few years, Al copilots
gained popularity by helping users
complete tasks more efficiently through
recommendations, content generation,
data analysis, and workflow assistance.
While these tools improved
productivity, they  still  required
significant human oversight and
intervention. Enterprises are now
seeking solutions that can automate
end-to-end business processes rather
than simply provide guidance. This
shift has created a growing market for
autonomous Al agents capable of
handling entire = workflows  with
minimal human involvement.
Autonomous Al agents represent the
next evolution of enterprise software.
Unlike traditional copilots, these
systems can understand objectives,
gather relevant information, interact
with  multiple applications, make
context-aware decisions, and execute
tasks across departments. They function
as intelligent digital workers that can
operate continuously while adapting to
changing business requirements. For
enterprises facing increasing pressure to
improve  efficiency and  reduce
operational costs, such capabilities offer
substantial value.

Indian SaaS startups are responding by
redesigning their platforms around
agentic Al architectures. Rather than
adding Al features as supplementary
tools, many companies are rebuilding
products to support autonomous
workflows from the ground up. These
platforms integrate advanced language
models, workflow orchestration
systems, enterprise databases, and
automation engines to create intelligent
systems capable of managing complex
business operations.

Customer support is one of the areas
experiencing  rapid adoption  of
autonomous Al agents. Modern Al
systems can handle ticket classification,
issue resolution, customer
communication, knowledge retrieval,
and escalation management without
constant human supervision. This
enables businesses to provide faster
responses, improve service quality, and
reduce support costs while maintaining
high customer satisfaction levels.

Sales and revenue operations are also
benefiting from the rise of autonomous
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workflows. Al agents can identify prospects, qualify leads,
personalize outreach campaigns, schedule meetings, update
customer relationship management systems, and generate
performance  reports. By  automating  repetitive
administrative tasks, sales teams can focus more on
relationship-building and strategic activities that drive
revenue growth.

Human resources departments are increasingly adopting
autonomous Al solutions for recruitment, onboarding,
employee engagement, and workforce management. Al
agents can screen resumes, coordinate interviews, answer
employee queries, manage documentation, and track
compliance requirements. These capabilities help
organizations streamline HR processes while enhancing
employee experiences.

Financial operations represent another significant
opportunity. Autonomous Al systems can process invoices,
monitor transactions, generate reports, reconcile accounts,
detect anomalies, and assist with compliance monitoring.
As businesses seek greater financial visibility and
operational efficiency, Al-driven finance workflows are
becoming increasingly attractive.

The growing emphasis on autonomous Al workflows is
also changing how SaaS companies measure product
success. Traditionally, software platforms were evaluated
based on user engagement metrics such as logins, feature
usage, and time spent within applications. With
autonomous systems, enterprises are more focused on
outcome-based metrics including cost savings, workflow
completion rates, operational efficiency improvements, and
revenue impact. This shift encourages SaaS providers to
demonstrate tangible business value rather than simply
offering software functionality.

Investor interest in Al-native SaaS companies has
increased significantly as a result of this trend. Venture
capital firms recognize that autonomous workflow
platforms have the potential to generate stronger customer
retention and higher revenue expansion compared to
conventional software products. Because autonomous
agents become deeply integrated into business operations,
they often create higher switching costs and stronger long-
term customer relationships.

Despite the opportunities, challenges remain. Enterprises
continue to prioritize data privacy, security, governance,
and regulatory compliance when adopting autonomous Al
systems.

Tier-2/3 EV
Infrastructure Push

India’s electric vehicle
ecosystem is expanding beyond
major metropolitan cities as
fast-charging networks and
battery-swapping startups
increasingly target tier-2 and

tier-3 cities and industrial
corridors. The expansion is
being driven by growing

adoption of electric commercial
vehicles, including electric
three-wheelers, delivery vans,
small trucks, and other fleet
vehicles used for last-mile and
regional transportation.
Commercial EV  operators
depend heavily on reliable
charging  infrastructure  to
maintain vehicle utilization and
minimize downtime. As a
result, startups are deploying
fast-charging stations at
logistics ~ hubs,  highways,
industrial zones, warehouses,
and  high-traffic  transport
routes. Battery-swapping
companies are also expanding
their ~ networks, allowing
compatible EV users to replace
depleted batteries with fully
charged units within minutes.
Tier-2 and tier-3 industrial
corridors  offer  significant
growth potential because they
connect manufacturing centers,
logistics  hubs, agricultural
markets, and distribution
networks. Wider infrastructure
coverage could make electric
commercial fleets more
practical for businesses
operating outside major cities.
The expansion is also expected
to encourage more fleet
operators to transition from
conventional fuel-powered
vehicles to EVs by addressing
range anxiety and charging
availability = concerns.  For
infrastructure startups, these
emerging  markets present
opportunities to build scalable
networks  while  supporting
India’s broader electrification
and clean mobility goals.

As charging and swapping
infrastructure becomes more

accessible, smaller cities and
industrial regions could play an
increasingly important role in
India’s

transition.

commercial EV
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Emerging Business Lending Surges

NBFCs and housing finance firms are expanding branches and disbursements across southern India, improving credit access for emerging
businesses and MSME:.

India’s business lending landscape is witnessing a fresh expansion as
non-banking financial companies (NBFCs) and housing finance
companies increase their focus on emerging enterprises across
southern states. Lenders are setting ambitious disbursement targets,
expanding branch networks, and strengthening their presence in
smaller cities and business clusters to serve the growing financing
needs of micro, small, and emerging enterprises.

Companies such as Sundaram Home Finance are increasing their
outreach as demand for formal credit continues to rise outside India’s
major metropolitan centers. The strategy reflects a broader shift
among financial institutions toward underserved businesses that
require working capital, equipment financing, property-backed loans,
and other forms of business credit to support expansion.

Southern India has emerged as an attractive market because of its
diverse and rapidly developing business ecosystem. States such as
Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh, and Telangana
have large concentrations of manufacturing units, traders, service
businesses, logistics operators, construction firms, and small
industrial enterprises. Many of these businesses are expanding their
operations and require access to timely and flexible financing.
Branch expansion is expected to play an important role in this
growth strategy. Physical branches allow lenders to develop stronger
relationships with local entrepreneurs, understand regional business
conditions, and provide personalized financial products. This
approach can be particularly important for smaller enterprises that
may have limited access to traditional banking services or lack
extensive digital credit histories.

NBFCs have traditionally played a significant role in serving
customers who may not fit conventional bank lending models. Their
ability to use alternative assessment methods, local market
knowledge, and specialized lending products enables them to address
financing gaps among smaller businesses. As competition increases,
lenders are expected to focus more closely on credit quality,
customer acquisition costs, and portfolio diversification.

Technology is also transforming the business lending process.
Digital onboarding, automated credit assessment, data analytics, and
electronic documentation are helping lenders reduce processing
times and improve customer experience. Combining digital systems
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with expanding branch networks could allow NBFCs to reach a
wider pool of entrepreneurs while maintaining operational
efficiency.

The growing availability of formal credit could provide significant
benefits for emerging enterprises. Access to working capital can
help businesses purchase inventory, manage cash-flow cycles, hire
employees, upgrade equipment, and take on larger orders. Long-
term financing can also support expansion into new markets and
the development of additional production capacity.

However, rapid lending growth also brings challenges. NBFCs
must maintain disciplined underwriting practices and carefully
evaluate borrower repayment capacity. Smaller enterprises can be
particularly vulnerable to economic fluctuations, changes in
demand, rising input costs, and cash-flow pressures. Responsible
lending and effective risk management will therefore remain
critical as financial institutions pursue aggressive growth targets.
For entrepreneurs, increased competition among lenders could
create greater choice and potentially improve access to customized
financial products. Businesses may benefit from faster approvals,
wider geographic coverage, and financing options tailored to
specific industries or stages of growth.

The expansion of business lending also supports India’s broader
objective of strengthening its MSME ecosystem. Small and
emerging enterprises are important contributors to employment,
manufacturing, services, exports, and regional economic
development. Improving their access to formal finance can help
accelerate business growth and create additional economic
opportunities.

Overall, the aggressive expansion plans of NBFCs and housing
finance firms signal growing confidence in India’s emerging
enterprise segment. With southern states providing a strong base of
entrepreneurial and industrial activity, lenders are positioning
themselves to capture rising demand for business finance. If
supported by responsible underwriting, technology-led processes,
and strong local engagement, this lending expansion could become
an important driver of enterprise growth across India’s smaller
cities and industrial regions.
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India’s Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) Credit Lift
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India’s National Deep Tech Startup Policy introduces fast-track patent approvals, reducing grant timelines to under six months.
The initiative strengthens intellectual property protection, accelerates commercialization, boosts investor confidence, supports
deep tech innovation, and enhances India’s competitiveness in advanced technology sectors globally.

Account
Aggregator-
enabled lending is
transforming
MSME financing
by enabling
secure, consent-
based financial
data sharing.
Faster digital
verification
reduces
paperwork and
loan turnaround
times, helping
startups access
working capital
quickly. Banks,
NBFCs, and
fintechs can make
more efficient
credit decisions
while improving
financial
inclusion,
transparency, and
access to formal
business finance.
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India’s Digital Public Infrastructure
(DPI) ecosystem is transforming
access to formal credit for micro,
small, and medium enterprises
(MSMEs), with Account Aggregator-
linked lending gaining significant
momentum. The growing use of
consent-based financial data sharing is
helping lenders evaluate businesses
more quickly, reduce paperwork, and
shorten loan processing times.

The Account Aggregator framework
enables businesses and individuals to
securely share financial information
from multiple institutions with lenders
after providing consent. This can give
financial  institutions a  more
comprehensive view of a borrower’s
cash  flows, banking activity,
investments, and other financial
records. For MSMEs, particularly
bootstrapped startups and young
businesses without extensive
collateral or long credit histories, this
can improve access to financing.
Traditional business lending often
involves  lengthy  documentation,
physical verification, and manual
assessment. These processes can delay
loan approvals and create challenges
for entrepreneurs who need immediate
working capital. Account Aggregator-
linked credit flows can streamline
several stages of this process by

allowing lenders to access verified
digital financial information in a
standardized manner.

The impact could be particularly
important for startups and small
businesses operating with limited
resources. Faster credit decisions
can help founders manage payroll,
purchase inventory, invest in
technology, expand operations, and
respond quickly to new business
opportunities. Reduced processing
time can also lower administrative
costs for lenders and borrowers.

Banks, NBFCs, and fintech
companies are increasingly
integrating digital underwriting

systems with India’s broader DPI
ecosystem. Automated analysis of
financial information can help
lenders assess repayment capacity
and identify suitable loan products
more efficiently.

However, responsible
implementation remains essential.
Data privacy, customer consent,
cybersecurity, and transparency
must remain central to the system.
Borrowers  should have clear
visibility into what information is
being shared and how it will be
used.

Overall, the expansion of Account
Aggregator-enabled lending

highlights how India’s digital
infrastructure can improve financial
inclusion. By making credit

assessment faster, more data-driven,
and less dependent on traditional
paperwork, DPI could become an
important catalyst for MSME growth
and entrepreneurship.
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ECONOMY

CPI Inflation Stays Within RBI Tolerance Band

India’s retail inflation environment remains relatively stable, with
Consumer Price Index (CPI) inflation staying within the Reserve Bank
of India’s (RBI) prescribed tolerance framework. The moderation in
price pressures provides policymakers with greater flexibility to
maintain a supportive approach toward economic growth while
continuing to monitor risks from food prices, global commodity
markets, and external shocks.

Core inflation, which excludes volatile food and fuel components, has
remained comparatively stable. This is important because core
inflation provides a clearer indication of underlying price pressures
within the economy. A controlled core inflation trend suggests that
businesses and consumers are not facing rapidly accelerating costs
across a broad range of goods and services.

For the RBI, maintaining inflation stability while supporting economic
activity remains a key policy objective. When inflation remains
manageable, the central bank has greater room to use liquidity and
monetary policy measures to encourage credit growth and investment.
This can be particularly beneficial for sectors such as infrastructure,
manufacturing, housing, small businesses, and emerging industries
that depend on affordable financing.

Stable inflation can also improve business confidence. Companies are
better able to plan investments, estimate operating costs, and develop
pricing strategies when input prices remain relatively predictable. For
startups and small businesses, predictable inflation can be especially
important because sudden increases in raw material, logistics, energy,
or employee costs can put pressure on already limited cash flows.
Consumers can also benefit from a stable inflation environment.
Moderate price growth helps preserve purchasing power and supports
household spending. Strong consumer demand, in turn, can contribute
to higher revenues for businesses across retail, manufacturing,
services, travel, and other consumption-driven sectors.

However, inflation risks have not disappeared. Food prices remain an
important factor influencing India’s overall CPI inflation. Changes in
weather conditions, agricultural production, supply disruptions,
transportation costs, and seasonal demand can cause food prices to
move sharply. Any sustained increase in food inflation could
eventually affect broader consumer prices and influence monetary
policy decisions.

Global developments also remain relevant. International crude oil
prices, currency movements, geopolitical tensions, and changes in
global supply chains can affect India’s import costs. Since India
depends significantly on imported energy and other commodities,
external price shocks can quickly influence domestic inflation.

The RBI therefore needs to maintain a careful balance between
supporting growth and preventing inflation from becoming persistent.
Excessive liquidity could stimulate economic activity but may create
additional price pressures if demand grows faster than supply.
Conversely, overly tight financial conditions could restrict borrowing
and investment and slow economic expansion.

For businesses, the current environment offers a relatively supportive
backdrop for expansion and investment. Companies can potentially
benefit from improved access to credit, stable input costs, and stronger
consumer demand. Growth-focused sectors may particularly benefit if
financial conditions remain favorable.

Financial markets are also closely watching inflation trends because
they influence expectations around interest rates, bond yields,
borrowing costs, and capital flows. A sustained period of stable
inflation could strengthen expectations for a predictable monetary
policy environment.

Overall, CPI inflation remaining within the RBI’s tolerance
framework provides a positive signal for India’s economy. Stable core
inflation gives policymakers additional flexibility to support growth
while maintaining price stability.

Startup Times
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Samrat Warma: The Entrepreneur Taking India's Bio-
Ingredients Story Global
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From natural enzymes to collagen peptides and next-generation
proteins, Samrat Warma has built a global bio-ingredients
enterprise that blends science, innovation and sustainability.
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Samrat Warma transformed a family legacy in natural enzymes into a global bio-ingredients business spanning collagen, protein
hydrolysates and plant proteins. Combining biotechnology, manufacturing, research and international trade, his journey showcases
India’s growing potential in specialised nutraceutical and wellness ingredients.

Samrat Warma
has expanded his
family’s enzyme
legacy into a
global bio-
ingredients
business
spanning
collagen peptides,
protein
hydrolysates,
plant proteins and
specialised
ingredients.
Combining
biotechnology,
manufacturing
and international
trade, his journey
highlights
science-driven
entrepreneurship
and India’s
growing role in
global
nutraceutical
innovation.
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Today, Samrat Warma is associated with Krishna
Enzytech and Collagen Lifesciences, businesses
that have expanded from India's natural enzyme
industry into  collagen peptides, protein
hydrolysates, plant proteins and other specialised
bio-ingredients. With manufacturing operations in
Maharashtra and an international customer base,
Samrat has built a business that combines
biotechnology, manufacturing and global trade.
His journey is particularly interesting because it
has not followed the conventional path of simply
scaling one product. Instead, Samrat has
continued to broaden the business around a
common theme: developing and supplying
specialised ingredients for industries such as
nutrition, nutraceuticals, food, cosmetics and
pharmaceuticals.

From a Family Business Legacy to
Entrepreneurship

For Samrat Warma, the connection with enzymes
began at home. His family was among the early
Indian producers associated with papain, a
proteolytic enzyme derived from papaya. That
exposure gave him an early familiarity with the
science, manufacturing processes and commercial
applications surrounding natural enzymes.

He later established Krishna Enzytechin 2010,
building on that foundation and developing a
business around natural enzymes and bio-
ingredients. Krishna Enzytech's portfolio has
included papain and bromelain alongside protein
hydrolysates, peptones and other specialised
ingredients.

The company operates from Nandesar in Yeola,
Maharashtra, and has positioned itself within
India's pharmaceutical manufacturing and natural-

ingredients ecosystem. Its public company profile
identifies Samrat Warma among its team and
describes its activities around natural ingredients,
biotechnology and nutraceutical solutions.

For Samrat, however, enzymes were only the
beginning.

Building a Business Around Collagen

One of the most significant developments in his
entrepreneurial journey has been the expansion into
collagen through Collagen Lifesciences.

Under Samrat’s leadership, Collagen Lifesciences
has developed a portfolio covering collagen peptides
from different sources, including fish, bovine,
chicken and plant-based formulations. The company
has described itself as one of India's major collagen
peptide manufacturers and exporters, with three
manufacturing facilities and a combined production
capacity of more than 1,000 metric tonnes per
month.

Its international focus has also become an important
part of the company's identity. The business has
reported exports to more than 40 countries, giving
Samrat a platform that extends well beyond the
domestic market.

For an entrepreneur working in bio-ingredients, that
global orientation matters. Ingredients used by
international nutrition, wellness and pharmaceutical
companies have to meet demanding expectations
around consistency, specifications, quality and
application performance. Building relationships
across multiple markets therefore requires an
understanding of both science and international
business.
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National Green Hydrogen Mission Incentives

India’s National Green Hydrogen Mission is
gaining momentum as the Ministry of New
and Renewable Energy (MNRE) begins
supporting domestic electrolyzer
manufacturing  through  production-linked
financial incentives. The initiative is designed
to strengthen India’s clean-energy
manufacturing ecosystem and accelerate the
development of a competitive domestic green

hydrogen industry.
Electrolyzers are a critical component of green
hydrogen production because they use

electricity to split water into hydrogen and
oxygen. When powered by renewable energy,
this process can produce hydrogen with

significantly lower emissions than
conventional hydrogen production methods.
Expanding domestic electrolyzer

manufacturing can therefore help India reduce
its dependence on imported equipment while
creating a local supply chain for the emerging
hydrogen economy.

The financial incentives are expected to
encourage manufacturers to establish or
expand production facilities and invest in
advanced technologies, manufacturing
capacity, and research and development.
Increased domestic production could also help
reduce equipment costs over time and improve
the commercial viability of green hydrogen
projects.

The initiative has broader implications for
industries such as steel, chemicals, fertilizers,
refining, heavy transportation, and shipping,

where hydrogen could play an important role
in reducing carbon emissions. A stronger
domestic electrolyzer ecosystem could help

these sectors access locally produced
equipment and support the development of
large-scale green hydrogen projects.

For Indian startups and technology
companies, the policy creates opportunities
across electrolyzer manufacturing, hydrogen
storage, renewable energy integration,
industrial  applications, and supporting
infrastructure. It may also encourage greater
collaboration between manufacturers,
research institutions, energy companies, and
investors.

Drone Shakti & Precision Agri Schemes

India’s agricultural technology ecosystem is

gaining momentum as government-backed

drone initiatives and subsidies expand the use
of unmanned aerial vehicles in farming. The
broader objective is to make precision
agriculture more accessible by supporting
drone-based services that can help farmers
improve productivity, reduce input waste, and
monitor crops more efficiently.

Under emerging drone-focused agricultural
programmes, regional  drone-as-a-service
startups can benefit from greater opportunities
to provide technology without requiring
individual farmers to purchase expensive
equipment. Instead, farmers can access drone
services on a pay-per-use or service-based
model. This approach can make advanced

agricultural technology more affordable for

small and medium-sized farming communities.
Agricultural drones can perform several
important tasks, including crop monitoring,
field mapping, spraying of approved
agricultural inputs, identification of crop
stress, and assessment of plant health.
Equipped with cameras and sensors, drones
can collect detailed information that helps
farmers identify potential problems earlier and
make more informed decisions.

The expansion of subsidies across high-yield
farming belts could also encourage the growth
of local agritech entrepreneurs. Drone-as-a-
service companies can create employment

Startup Times

opportunities for trained drone operators,
technicians, agronomists, and data specialists
while building technology infrastructure in
rural areas.

For farmers, precision drone services can
potentially reduce unnecessary use of
fertilizers and crop-protection products while
improving  coverage and  application
efficiency. Faster field inspections can also
help farmers respond quickly to pests,

diseases, water stress, and other crop-related
challenges.

GeM Portal
Procurement
Quotas

India’s public procurement
ecosystem is placing greater
emphasis on creating market

opportunities for startups through
the Government e-Marketplace
(GeM). Stricter compliance
requirements and higher
procurement expectations for central
public sector enterprises could
encourage more government-linked
organizations to purchase products
and services directly from DPIIT-
registered startups.

The initiative is intended to improve
access to government contracts for
young companies that often face
challenges competing with
established suppliers. For startups,
securing public-sector customers
can provide predictable revenue,
valuable references, and
opportunities to  scale their
operations. Increased procurement
through GeM could also help
innovative companies demonstrate

their solutions to a  wider
institutional customer base.
DPIIT-registered startups operate

across sectors including information
technology, artificial intelligence,
cybersecurity, clean energy,
manufacturing, healthcare, logistics,
and financial technology. Many of
these businesses develop specialized
products that can address
operational challenges faced by
government departments and public-
sector enterprises.

Higher procurement quotas could
encourage CPSEs to actively
identify suitable startup solutions
instead of relying primarily on
traditional vendors. This may create
stronger demand for innovative
technologies  while  improving
competition and supplier diversity
within public procurement.

For startups, compliance with GeM

requirements,  product  quality
standards, pricing expectations,
documentation, and delivery

capabilities will remain important.
Companies that successfully meet

these requirements could gain
access to larger institutional
contracts and build long-term
relationships ~ with  public-sector
buyers.

The policy direction also supports
the government’s broader objective
of strengthening India’s startup
ecosystem. By connecting
innovative businesses with public
procurement opportunities,
government spending can become
an important source of early
commercial traction.
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SPORTS
Cricket Broadcast Innovation
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India’s cricket streaming ecosystem is becoming more interactive through real-time fan engagement, Al-
powered insights, live statistics, predictive features, and low-latency simulations. Homegrown startups are
helping platforms create personalized viewing experiences while opening new opportunities for advertising
and digital entertainment, with responsible safeguards around privacy and simulated betting.

India’s cricket broadcasting ecosystem is entering a new phase as
streaming platforms increasingly experiment with interactive
viewing experiences designed to make live matches more engaging
for digital audiences. Homegrown technology ventures are
contributing to this transformation by developing real-time fan
engagement tools, interactive statistics, predictive features, and low-
latency simulation experiences that operate alongside live
broadcasts.

Traditional cricket broadcasting largely focused on delivering video
coverage, commentary, scorecards, and basic statistics. Digital
platforms can now provide viewers with a more personalized
experience by integrating live data directly into the streaming
interface. Fans can follow player performance, compare statistics,
participate in polls, predict match outcomes, and interact with other
viewers without leaving the broadcast.

Low-latency technology is particularly important because cricket is
a fast-moving live sport. Even a short delay between an event
occurring on the field and appearing on a viewer’s screen can affect
interactive features. Streaming companies and technology providers
are therefore investing in infrastructure capable of processing match
data and delivering updates almost instantly.

One emerging area involves micro-betting simulation tools. These
systems can recreate the experience of real-time prediction without
necessarily involving actual-money wagering. Users may be able to
make hypothetical predictions about events such as the next
delivery, boundary, wicket, or player performance and receive
immediate simulated outcomes. Such features can increase
engagement while allowing platforms to explore interactive formats
within appropriate legal and regulatory boundaries.

Homegrown technology startups have an opportunity to become

Startup Times

important suppliers in this evolving ecosystem. Their capabilities
can include real-time data processing, artificial intelligence,
predictive  analytics,  audience  personalization,  cloud
infrastructure, and interactive user-interface development. By
combining these technologies, startups can help broadcasters
create experiences that go beyond conventional video streaming.
Artificial intelligence can further enhance cricket broadcasts by
generating personalized insights for individual viewers. For
example, a platform could identify a user’s preferred teams or
players and automatically highlight relevant statistics, historical
comparisons, key moments, or tactical developments during a
match.

Interactive broadcasting also creates new opportunities for
advertisers and sponsors. Instead of relying solely on traditional
commercial breaks, platforms can integrate branded experiences
into statistics, polls, contests, and other interactive elements. This
could create more measurable forms of audience engagement
while giving brands additional opportunities to connect with
sports audiences.

However, innovation in this area requires careful attention to
responsible design, user protection, data privacy, and applicable
regulations. Interactive prediction and simulated betting
experiences must be clearly distinguished from real-money
gambling, particularly where younger audiences can access sports
content. Platforms also need strong safeguards against misleading
experiences and excessive engagement mechanisms.

The broader trend reflects the rapid evolution of sports streaming
in India. As internet connectivity, smartphones, cloud computing,
and digital payments continue to expand, viewers increasingly
expect more than passive video consumption.



10

Wednesday, August 19, 2026 NEW DELHI

China Industrial Output Slowdown
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China’s
moderating
industrial output
and retail growth
are raising
concerns about
weaker domestic
demand and
business
confidence.
Beijing may
introduce
targeted stimulus
to support
consumption,
investment, and
strategic
industries while
balancing debt
risks. Its
response could
significantly
influence global
trade,
commodities,
and
manufacturing.

China’s economic growth outlook is
facing renewed attention as recent
indicators point to moderation in
industrial ~ production and retail
activity. The slowdown has increased
expectations  that Beijing could
introduce targeted stimulus measures
to support domestic demand, stabilize
business confidence, and maintain
economic momentum.

Industrial output is a key indicator of
China’s manufacturing strength and
overall  economic  activity. A
moderation in production growth can
reflect weaker domestic demand, softer
export conditions, reduced investment,
or pressure on industrial margins. For a
country with a large manufacturing
base, sustained weakness in industrial
activity can have wider implications
for employment, corporate earnings,
commodity demand, and regional
economic growth.

Retail activity is another important
concern. Slower retail growth suggests
that households may remain cautious
about spending, potentially reflecting
concerns around employment, income
growth, property markets, and overall
economic confidence. Strengthening
consumer demand has become an
important policy priority as China
seeks to reduce its dependence on
investment and exports.

Against this backdrop, policymakers
may consider targeted measures rather
than relying solely on broad-based
stimulus. Potential initiatives could
include  support for  household
consumption, incentives for
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businesses, infrastructure
investment, financing support for
smaller companies, and measures
designed to stabilize strategic
industries.

Any stimulus package would need
to balance short-term economic
support with longer-term financial
stability. Excessive credit expansion
could increase debt risks, while
poorly targeted spending may have
limited impact on consumer
confidence. = Policymakers  are
therefore expected to focus on
sectors and regions where support
can generate stronger economic
activity.

China’s manufacturing sector also
remains closely connected to global
supply chains. A slowdown in
industrial production could
influence demand for energy,
metals, machinery, semiconductor
components, and other industrial
inputs. This means developments in
China can have consequences for
exporters and commodity-
producing economies worldwide.
For global businesses and investors,
the policy response will be closely
watched. Stronger stimulus could
support Chinese demand and
provide relief to industries affected
by weak consumption. Conversely,
limited intervention could indicate
that policymakers remain cautious
about large-scale fiscal and
monetary support.

Key Highlights

Industrial growth
moderates: Slower
factory output signals
weaker economic
momentum in China.
Retail growth softens:
Cautious consumer
spending reflects
concerns around jobs,
incomes, and property
markets.

Stimulus expectations
rise: Beijing may
introduce targeted
measures to support
domestic demand.
Possible support areas:
Consumption
incentives,
infrastructure
investment, SME
financing, and strategic
industries could receive
assistance.

Policy balancing act:
Authorities must
support growth without
increasing debt and
financial risks.

Global impact: Weaker
Chinese industrial
activity could reduce
demand for
commodities,
machinery, energy, and
components.
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	Gujarat Govt Inks Deal for Statewide AI Upskilling
	In a significant step toward strengthening Gujarat’s digital economy, the Gujarat government has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Automation Anywhere to accelerate artificial intelligence (AI) adoption and skill development across the state. The partnership aims to build deep AI capabilities among startups, educational institutions, government departments, and industry professionals through specialized training programs focused on Agentic Process Automation (APA).
	Agentic Process Automation combines AI agents, automation technologies, and enterprise workflows to enable systems that can independently perform complex tasks, make decisions, and improve operational efficiency. Through this collaboration, Gujarat seeks to create a future-ready workforce equipped with advanced AI and automation skills that are increasingly in demand across industries.
	The initiative will support startups by providing access to cutting-edge AI knowledge, practical learning opportunities, and exposure to enterprise-grade automation solutions. Academic institutions will benefit from updated curricula and hands-on training programs designed to prepare students for emerging technology careers. Government departments are also expected to leverage AI-powered automation to improve public service delivery, streamline administrative processes, and enhance citizen experiences.

	Deeptech & Cleantech VC Momentum
	India’s deeptech and cleantech startup ecosystem continues to attract strong investor interest, with early-stage venture capital funds reporting robust deployment activity in Q3 2026. Key sectors drawing significant capital include grid-scale energy storage, sodium-ion battery technology, and hydrogen-powered mobility solutions. Several startups operating in these segments have successfully secured major Series A funding rounds, reflecting growing confidence in next-generation clean energy innovations.
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	Semiconductor OSAT Expansion Accelerates
	India’s semiconductor sector is attracting fresh private investments in OSAT (assembly, testing, and packaging) facilities, strengthening domestic chip supply chains. The expansion supports advanced packaging technologies, boosts manufacturing resilience, reduces import dependence, and positions India as a growing global semiconductor and electronics production hub.
	India’s semiconductor ecosystem is witnessing a significant boost as Outsourced Semiconductor Assembly and Test (OSAT) ventures attract fresh private capital expenditure (capex) commitments aimed at strengthening domestic chip manufacturing capabilities. The latest wave of investments reflects growing confidence in India’s ambition to become a major player in the global semiconductor value chain and reduce dependence on imported semiconductor components.
	OSAT facilities play a critical role in the semiconductor industry by handling chip assembly, packaging, testing, and validation before chips are integrated into electronic products. While semiconductor fabrication plants often receive the most attention, OSAT operations are equally important because they determine the reliability, performance, and commercial readiness of semiconductor devices. As global supply chains continue to evolve, countries are increasingly investing in advanced packaging and testing infrastructure to secure their technology ecosystems.
	The new private-sector commitments are expected to accelerate the development of modern OSAT facilities across India, enabling companies to process a larger volume of semiconductor products locally. Industry stakeholders believe that expanding domestic assembly and testing capabilities will help reduce turnaround times, lower logistics costs, and improve supply chain resilience for manufacturers operating in sectors such as consumer electronics, automotive technology, telecommunications, industrial automation, and defense.
	India’s semiconductor push has gained momentum through a combination of government incentives, production-linked support schemes, infrastructure development initiatives, and growing collaboration between domestic and international technology companies. These efforts have encouraged investors to explore opportunities not only in chip fabrication but also in supporting segments such as
	packaging, testing, semiconductor materials, equipment manufacturing, and design services.
	A major driver behind the increased investment activity is the rapid growth of demand for semiconductors across multiple industries. The expansion of electric vehicles, artificial intelligence applications, data centers, 5G networks, Internet of Things (IoT) devices, and advanced consumer electronics is creating substantial demand for reliable semiconductor supply chains. Investors recognize that a strong domestic OSAT ecosystem can help Indian manufacturers respond more effectively to this demand while reducing exposure to global disruptions.
	Advanced packaging technologies are also becoming increasingly important as semiconductor companies seek to improve chip performance, power efficiency, and scalability. New-generation packaging solutions enable
	multiple chips to be integrated into compact modules, supporting the development of sophisticated computing systems for AI, cloud infrastructure, automotive electronics, and high-performance applications. Private investments in OSAT facilities are expected to facilitate the adoption of these advanced packaging capabilities within India.
	For startups operating in the semiconductor sector, the expansion of domestic OSAT infrastructure presents significant opportunities. Access to local assembly and testing services can shorten product development cycles, lower production costs, and help emerging companies bring innovations to market more quickly. It also strengthens the broader semiconductor ecosystem by fostering collaboration between chip designers, manufacturers, research institutions, and technology suppliers.
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	SaaS Focus on Autonomous AI Workflows
	ous AI agents. This strategic pivot reflects the growing demand from enterprises for solutions that not only assist employees but also independently execute complex workflows, make decisions, and deliver measurable business outcomes. As competition intensifies in the global SaaS market, Indian startups are leveraging autonomous AI technologies to strengthen customer retention, increase product value, and unlock new revenue opportunities.
	Over the past few years, AI copilots gained popularity by helping users complete tasks more efficiently through recommendations, content generation, data analysis, and workflow assistance. While these tools improved productivity, they still required significant human oversight and intervention. Enterprises are now seeking solutions that can automate end-to-end business processes rather than simply provide guidance. This shift has created a growing market for autonomous AI agents capable of handling entire workflows with minimal human involvement.
	Autonomous AI agents represent the next evolution of enterprise software. Unlike traditional copilots, these systems can understand objectives, gather relevant information, interact with multiple applications, make context-aware decisions, and execute tasks across departments. They function as intelligent digital workers that can operate continuously while adapting to changing business requirements. For enterprises facing increasing pressure to improve efficiency and reduce operational costs, such capabilities offer substantial value.
	Indian SaaS startups are responding by redesigning their platforms around agentic AI architectures. Rather than adding AI features as supplementary tools, many companies are rebuilding products to support autonomous workflows from the ground up. These platforms integrate advanced language models, workflow orchestration systems, enterprise databases, and automation engines to create intelligent systems capable of managing complex business operations.
	Customer support is one of the areas experiencing rapid adoption of autonomous AI agents. Modern AI systems can handle ticket classification, issue resolution, customer communication, knowledge retrieval, and escalation management without constant human supervision. This enables businesses to provide faster responses, improve service quality, and reduce support costs while maintaining high customer satisfaction levels.
	Sales and revenue operations are also benefiting from the rise of autonomous
	workflows. AI agents can identify prospects, qualify leads, personalize outreach campaigns, schedule meetings, update customer relationship management systems, and generate performance reports. By automating repetitive administrative tasks, sales teams can focus more on relationship-building and strategic activities that drive revenue growth.
	Human resources departments are increasingly adopting autonomous AI solutions for recruitment, onboarding, employee engagement, and workforce management. AI agents can screen resumes, coordinate interviews, answer employee queries, manage documentation, and track compliance requirements. These capabilities help organizations streamline HR processes while enhancing employee experiences.
	Financial operations represent another significant opportunity. Autonomous AI systems can process invoices, monitor transactions, generate reports, reconcile accounts, detect anomalies, and assist with compliance monitoring. As businesses seek greater financial visibility and operational efficiency, AI-driven finance workflows are becoming increasingly attractive.
	The growing emphasis on autonomous AI workflows is also changing how SaaS companies measure product success. Traditionally, software platforms were evaluated based on user engagement metrics such as logins, feature usage, and time spent within applications. With autonomous systems, enterprises are more focused on outcome-based metrics including cost savings, workflow completion rates, operational efficiency improvements, and revenue impact. This shift encourages SaaS providers to demonstrate tangible business value rather than simply offering software functionality.
	Investor interest in AI-native SaaS companies has increased significantly as a result of this trend. Venture capital firms recognize that autonomous workflow platforms have the potential to generate stronger customer retention and higher revenue expansion compared to conventional software products. Because autonomous agents become deeply integrated into business operations, they often create higher switching costs and stronger long-term customer relationships.
	Despite the opportunities, challenges remain. Enterprises continue to prioritize data privacy, security, governance, and regulatory compliance when adopting autonomous AI systems.
	Tier-2/3 EV Infrastructure Push
	India’s electric vehicle ecosystem is expanding beyond major metropolitan cities as fast-charging networks and battery-swapping startups increasingly target tier-2 and tier-3 cities and industrial corridors. The expansion is being driven by growing adoption of electric commercial vehicles, including electric three-wheelers, delivery vans, small trucks, and other fleet vehicles used for last-mile and regional transportation.
	Commercial EV operators depend heavily on reliable charging infrastructure to maintain vehicle utilization and minimize downtime. As a result, startups are deploying fast-charging stations at logistics hubs, highways, industrial zones, warehouses, and high-traffic transport routes. Battery-swapping companies are also expanding their networks, allowing compatible EV users to replace depleted batteries with fully charged units within minutes.
	Tier-2 and tier-3 industrial corridors offer significant growth potential because they connect manufacturing centers, logistics hubs, agricultural markets, and distribution networks. Wider infrastructure coverage could make electric commercial fleets more practical for businesses operating outside major cities.
	The expansion is also expected to encourage more fleet operators to transition from conventional fuel-powered vehicles to EVs by addressing range anxiety and charging availability concerns. For infrastructure startups, these emerging markets present opportunities to build scalable networks while supporting India’s broader electrification and clean mobility goals.
	As charging and swapping infrastructure becomes more accessible, smaller cities and industrial regions could play an increasingly important role in India’s commercial EV transition.
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	Emerging Business Lending Surges
	NBFCs and housing finance firms are expanding branches and disbursements across southern India, improving credit access for emerging businesses and MSMEs.
	India’s business lending landscape is witnessing a fresh expansion as non-banking financial companies (NBFCs) and housing finance companies increase their focus on emerging enterprises across southern states. Lenders are setting ambitious disbursement targets, expanding branch networks, and strengthening their presence in smaller cities and business clusters to serve the growing financing needs of micro, small, and emerging enterprises.
	Companies such as Sundaram Home Finance are increasing their outreach as demand for formal credit continues to rise outside India’s major metropolitan centers. The strategy reflects a broader shift among financial institutions toward underserved businesses that require working capital, equipment financing, property-backed loans, and other forms of business credit to support expansion.
	Southern India has emerged as an attractive market because of its diverse and rapidly developing business ecosystem. States such as Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh, and Telangana have large concentrations of manufacturing units, traders, service businesses, logistics operators, construction firms, and small industrial enterprises. Many of these businesses are expanding their operations and require access to timely and flexible financing.
	Branch expansion is expected to play an important role in this growth strategy. Physical branches allow lenders to develop stronger relationships with local entrepreneurs, understand regional business conditions, and provide personalized financial products. This approach can be particularly important for smaller enterprises that may have limited access to traditional banking services or lack extensive digital credit histories.
	NBFCs have traditionally played a significant role in serving customers who may not fit conventional bank lending models. Their ability to use alternative assessment methods, local market knowledge, and specialized lending products enables them to address financing gaps among smaller businesses. As competition increases, lenders are expected to focus more closely on credit quality, customer acquisition costs, and portfolio diversification.
	Technology is also transforming the business lending process. Digital onboarding, automated credit assessment, data analytics, and electronic documentation are helping lenders reduce processing times and improve customer experience. Combining digital systems
	with expanding branch networks could allow NBFCs to reach a wider pool of entrepreneurs while maintaining operational efficiency.
	The growing availability of formal credit could provide significant benefits for emerging enterprises. Access to working capital can help businesses purchase inventory, manage cash-flow cycles, hire employees, upgrade equipment, and take on larger orders. Long-term financing can also support expansion into new markets and the development of additional production capacity.
	However, rapid lending growth also brings challenges. NBFCs must maintain disciplined underwriting practices and carefully evaluate borrower repayment capacity. Smaller enterprises can be particularly vulnerable to economic fluctuations, changes in demand, rising input costs, and cash-flow pressures. Responsible lending and effective risk management will therefore remain critical as financial institutions pursue aggressive growth targets.
	For entrepreneurs, increased competition among lenders could create greater choice and potentially improve access to customized financial products. Businesses may benefit from faster approvals, wider geographic coverage, and financing options tailored to specific industries or stages of growth.
	The expansion of business lending also supports India’s broader objective of strengthening its MSME ecosystem. Small and emerging enterprises are important contributors to employment, manufacturing, services, exports, and regional economic development. Improving their access to formal finance can help accelerate business growth and create additional economic opportunities.
	Overall, the aggressive expansion plans of NBFCs and housing finance firms signal growing confidence in India’s emerging enterprise segment. With southern states providing a strong base of entrepreneurial and industrial activity, lenders are positioning themselves to capture rising demand for business finance. If supported by responsible underwriting, technology-led processes, and strong local engagement, this lending expansion could become an important driver of enterprise growth across India’s smaller cities and industrial regions.
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	India’s Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) Credit Lift
	India’s National Deep Tech Startup Policy introduces fast-track patent approvals, reducing grant timelines to under six months. The initiative strengthens intellectual property protection, accelerates commercialization, boosts investor confidence, supports deep tech innovation, and enhances India’s competitiveness in advanced technology sectors globally.
	Account Aggregator-enabled lending is transforming MSME financing by enabling secure, consent-based financial data sharing. Faster digital verification reduces paperwork and loan turnaround times, helping startups access working capital quickly. Banks, NBFCs, and fintechs can make more efficient credit decisions while improving financial inclusion, transparency, and access to formal business finance.
	India’s Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) ecosystem is transforming access to formal credit for micro, small, and medium enterprises (MSMEs), with Account Aggregator-linked lending gaining significant momentum. The growing use of consent-based financial data sharing is helping lenders evaluate businesses more quickly, reduce paperwork, and shorten loan processing times.
	The Account Aggregator framework enables businesses and individuals to securely share financial information from multiple institutions with lenders after providing consent. This can give financial institutions a more comprehensive view of a borrower’s cash flows, banking activity, investments, and other financial records. For MSMEs, particularly bootstrapped startups and young businesses without extensive collateral or long credit histories, this can improve access to financing.
	Traditional business lending often involves lengthy documentation, physical verification, and manual assessment. These processes can delay loan approvals and create challenges for entrepreneurs who need immediate working capital. Account Aggregator-linked credit flows can streamline several stages of this process by
	allowing lenders to access verified digital financial information in a standardized manner.
	The impact could be particularly important for startups and small businesses operating with limited resources. Faster credit decisions can help founders manage payroll, purchase inventory, invest in technology, expand operations, and respond quickly to new business opportunities. Reduced processing time can also lower administrative costs for lenders and borrowers.
	Banks, NBFCs, and fintech companies are increasingly integrating digital underwriting systems with India’s broader DPI ecosystem. Automated analysis of financial information can help lenders assess repayment capacity and identify suitable loan products more efficiently.
	However, responsible implementation remains essential. Data privacy, customer consent, cybersecurity, and transparency must remain central to the system. Borrowers should have clear visibility into what information is being shared and how it will be used.
	Overall, the expansion of Account Aggregator-enabled lending
	highlights how India’s digital infrastructure can improve financial inclusion. By making credit assessment faster, more data-driven, and less dependent on traditional paperwork, DPI could become an important catalyst for MSME growth and entrepreneurship.
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	ECONOMY
	CPI Inflation Stays Within RBI Tolerance Band
	India’s retail inflation environment remains relatively stable, with Consumer Price Index (CPI) inflation staying within the Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI) prescribed tolerance framework. The moderation in price pressures provides policymakers with greater flexibility to maintain a supportive approach toward economic growth while continuing to monitor risks from food prices, global commodity markets, and external shocks.
	Core inflation, which excludes volatile food and fuel components, has remained comparatively stable. This is important because core inflation provides a clearer indication of underlying price pressures within the economy. A controlled core inflation trend suggests that businesses and consumers are not facing rapidly accelerating costs across a broad range of goods and services.
	For the RBI, maintaining inflation stability while supporting economic activity remains a key policy objective. When inflation remains manageable, the central bank has greater room to use liquidity and monetary policy measures to encourage credit growth and investment. This can be particularly beneficial for sectors such as infrastructure, manufacturing, housing, small businesses, and emerging industries that depend on affordable financing.
	Stable inflation can also improve business confidence. Companies are better able to plan investments, estimate operating costs, and develop pricing strategies when input prices remain relatively predictable. For startups and small businesses, predictable inflation can be especially important because sudden increases in raw material, logistics, energy, or employee costs can put pressure on already limited cash flows.
	Consumers can also benefit from a stable inflation environment. Moderate price growth helps preserve purchasing power and supports household spending. Strong consumer demand, in turn, can contribute to higher revenues for businesses across retail, manufacturing, services, travel, and other consumption-driven sectors.
	However, inflation risks have not disappeared. Food prices remain an important factor influencing India’s overall CPI inflation. Changes in weather conditions, agricultural production, supply disruptions, transportation costs, and seasonal demand can cause food prices to move sharply. Any sustained increase in food inflation could eventually affect broader consumer prices and influence monetary policy decisions.
	Global developments also remain relevant. International crude oil prices, currency movements, geopolitical tensions, and changes in global supply chains can affect India’s import costs. Since India depends significantly on imported energy and other commodities, external price shocks can quickly influence domestic inflation.
	The RBI therefore needs to maintain a careful balance between supporting growth and preventing inflation from becoming persistent. Excessive liquidity could stimulate economic activity but may create additional price pressures if demand grows faster than supply. Conversely, overly tight financial conditions could restrict borrowing and investment and slow economic expansion.
	For businesses, the current environment offers a relatively supportive backdrop for expansion and investment. Companies can potentially benefit from improved access to credit, stable input costs, and stronger consumer demand. Growth-focused sectors may particularly benefit if financial conditions remain favorable.
	Financial markets are also closely watching inflation trends because they influence expectations around interest rates, bond yields, borrowing costs, and capital flows. A sustained period of stable inflation could strengthen expectations for a predictable monetary policy environment.
	Overall, CPI inflation remaining within the RBI’s tolerance framework provides a positive signal for India’s economy. Stable core inflation gives policymakers additional flexibility to support growth while maintaining price stability.

	Samrat Warma has expanded his family’s enzyme legacy into a global bio-ingredients business spanning collagen peptides, protein hydrolysates, plant proteins and specialised ingredients. Combining biotechnology, manufacturing and international trade, his journey highlights science-driven entrepreneurship and India’s growing role in global nutraceutical innovation.
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	National Green Hydrogen Mission Incentives
	India’s National Green Hydrogen Mission is gaining momentum as the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) begins supporting domestic electrolyzer manufacturing through production-linked financial incentives. The initiative is designed to strengthen India’s clean-energy manufacturing ecosystem and accelerate the development of a competitive domestic green hydrogen industry.
	Electrolyzers are a critical component of green hydrogen production because they use electricity to split water into hydrogen and oxygen. When powered by renewable energy, this process can produce hydrogen with significantly lower emissions than conventional hydrogen production methods. Expanding domestic electrolyzer manufacturing can therefore help India reduce its dependence on imported equipment while creating a local supply chain for the emerging hydrogen economy.
	The financial incentives are expected to encourage manufacturers to establish or expand production facilities and invest in advanced technologies, manufacturing capacity, and research and development. Increased domestic production could also help reduce equipment costs over time and improve the commercial viability of green hydrogen projects.
	The initiative has broader implications for industries such as steel, chemicals, fertilizers, refining, heavy transportation, and shipping,
	where hydrogen could play an important role in reducing carbon emissions. A stronger domestic electrolyzer ecosystem could help these sectors access locally produced equipment and support the development of large-scale green hydrogen projects.
	For Indian startups and technology companies, the policy creates opportunities across electrolyzer manufacturing, hydrogen storage, renewable energy integration, industrial applications, and supporting infrastructure. It may also encourage greater collaboration between manufacturers, research institutions, energy companies, and investors.



	Drone Shakti & Precision Agri Schemes
	India’s agricultural technology ecosystem is gaining momentum as government-backed drone initiatives and subsidies expand the use of unmanned aerial vehicles in farming. The broader objective is to make precision agriculture more accessible by supporting drone-based services that can help farmers improve productivity, reduce input waste, and monitor crops more efficiently.
	Under emerging drone-focused agricultural programmes, regional drone-as-a-service startups can benefit from greater opportunities to provide technology without requiring individual farmers to purchase expensive equipment. Instead, farmers can access drone services on a pay-per-use or service-based model. This approach can make advanced agricultural technology more affordable for small and medium-sized farming communities.
	Agricultural drones can perform several important tasks, including crop monitoring, field mapping, spraying of approved agricultural inputs, identification of crop stress, and assessment of plant health. Equipped with cameras and sensors, drones can collect detailed information that helps farmers identify potential problems earlier and make more informed decisions.
	The expansion of subsidies across high-yield farming belts could also encourage the growth of local agritech entrepreneurs. Drone-as-a-service companies can create employment
	opportunities for trained drone operators, technicians, agronomists, and data specialists while building technology infrastructure in rural areas.
	For farmers, precision drone services can potentially reduce unnecessary use of fertilizers and crop-protection products while improving coverage and application efficiency. Faster field inspections can also help farmers respond quickly to pests, diseases, water stress, and other crop-related challenges.
	GeM Portal Procurement Quotas
	India’s public procurement ecosystem is placing greater emphasis on creating market opportunities for startups through the Government e-Marketplace (GeM). Stricter compliance requirements and higher procurement expectations for central public sector enterprises could encourage more government-linked organizations to purchase products and services directly from DPIIT-registered startups.
	The initiative is intended to improve access to government contracts for young companies that often face challenges competing with established suppliers. For startups, securing public-sector customers can provide predictable revenue, valuable references, and opportunities to scale their operations. Increased procurement through GeM could also help innovative companies demonstrate their solutions to a wider institutional customer base.
	DPIIT-registered startups operate across sectors including information technology, artificial intelligence, cybersecurity, clean energy, manufacturing, healthcare, logistics, and financial technology. Many of these businesses develop specialized products that can address operational challenges faced by government departments and public-sector enterprises.
	Higher procurement quotas could encourage CPSEs to actively identify suitable startup solutions instead of relying primarily on traditional vendors. This may create stronger demand for innovative technologies while improving competition and supplier diversity within public procurement.
	For startups, compliance with GeM requirements, product quality standards, pricing expectations, documentation, and delivery capabilities will remain important. Companies that successfully meet these requirements could gain access to larger institutional contracts and build long-term relationships with public-sector buyers.
	The policy direction also supports the government’s broader objective of strengthening India’s startup ecosystem. By connecting innovative businesses with public procurement opportunities, government spending can become an important source of early commercial traction.
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	SPORTS
	Cricket Broadcast Innovation
	India’s cricket streaming ecosystem is becoming more interactive through real-time fan engagement, AI-powered insights, live statistics, predictive features, and low-latency simulations. Homegrown startups are helping platforms create personalized viewing experiences while opening new opportunities for advertising and digital entertainment, with responsible safeguards around privacy and simulated betting.
	India’s cricket broadcasting ecosystem is entering a new phase as streaming platforms increasingly experiment with interactive viewing experiences designed to make live matches more engaging for digital audiences. Homegrown technology ventures are contributing to this transformation by developing real-time fan engagement tools, interactive statistics, predictive features, and low-latency simulation experiences that operate alongside live broadcasts.
	Traditional cricket broadcasting largely focused on delivering video coverage, commentary, scorecards, and basic statistics. Digital platforms can now provide viewers with a more personalized experience by integrating live data directly into the streaming interface. Fans can follow player performance, compare statistics, participate in polls, predict match outcomes, and interact with other viewers without leaving the broadcast.
	Low-latency technology is particularly important because cricket is a fast-moving live sport. Even a short delay between an event occurring on the field and appearing on a viewer’s screen can affect interactive features. Streaming companies and technology providers are therefore investing in infrastructure capable of processing match data and delivering updates almost instantly.
	One emerging area involves micro-betting simulation tools. These systems can recreate the experience of real-time prediction without necessarily involving actual-money wagering. Users may be able to make hypothetical predictions about events such as the next delivery, boundary, wicket, or player performance and receive immediate simulated outcomes. Such features can increase engagement while allowing platforms to explore interactive formats within appropriate legal and regulatory boundaries.
	Homegrown technology startups have an opportunity to become
	important suppliers in this evolving ecosystem. Their capabilities can include real-time data processing, artificial intelligence, predictive analytics, audience personalization, cloud infrastructure, and interactive user-interface development. By combining these technologies, startups can help broadcasters create experiences that go beyond conventional video streaming.
	Artificial intelligence can further enhance cricket broadcasts by generating personalized insights for individual viewers. For example, a platform could identify a user’s preferred teams or players and automatically highlight relevant statistics, historical comparisons, key moments, or tactical developments during a match.
	Interactive broadcasting also creates new opportunities for advertisers and sponsors. Instead of relying solely on traditional commercial breaks, platforms can integrate branded experiences into statistics, polls, contests, and other interactive elements. This could create more measurable forms of audience engagement while giving brands additional opportunities to connect with sports audiences.
	However, innovation in this area requires careful attention to responsible design, user protection, data privacy, and applicable regulations. Interactive prediction and simulated betting experiences must be clearly distinguished from real-money gambling, particularly where younger audiences can access sports content. Platforms also need strong safeguards against misleading experiences and excessive engagement mechanisms.
	The broader trend reflects the rapid evolution of sports streaming in India. As internet connectivity, smartphones, cloud computing, and digital payments continue to expand, viewers increasingly expect more than passive video consumption.
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	China Industrial Output Slowdown
	China’s moderating industrial output and retail growth are raising concerns about weaker domestic demand and business confidence. Beijing may introduce targeted stimulus to support consumption, investment, and strategic industries while balancing debt risks. Its response could significantly influence global trade, commodities, and manufacturing.
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